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THE AFRICAN STORY

Africa revving up to Africa revving up to 
rollout COVID-19 vaccinesrollout COVID-19 vaccines
The continent has moved from 
planning to implementation 
regarding the COVID-19 
vaccines. This moved was 
initiated at a World Health 
Organization (WHO)-hosted 
African Health Ministers meeting 
on 17 February. A rapid vaccine 
rollout is expected in the wake 
of the WHO listing of two 
versions of the AstraZeneca-
Oxford COVID-19 vaccine for 
emergency use.
In a significant step forward 
for the African region, national 
deployment and vaccination 
plans for COVID-19 vaccines 
from 35 low-income African 
countries eligible for free vaccines 
from the COVAX Facility have 
been accepted by an independent 
regional review committee. The 
plans are required for countries 
to receive vaccines from COVAX, 
the global initiative to ensure 
fair access to COVID-19 vaccines 
led by WHO, Gavi, the Vaccine 
Alliance, and The Coalition 
for Epidemic Preparedness 
Innovations (CEPI).
While the regional committee 
of over 100 experts from six 
leading global public health 
bodies certified the deployment 
plans, it called for more work on 
setting up systems to manage 
the logistics and supply chain 
for vaccines, reaching refugees, 
migrants and internally displaced 
people and financing national 
vaccination campaigns.
“Africa is revving up to rollout 
COVID-19 vaccines. These 
thorough vaccine preparation 
plans will help ensure African 
countries can hit the ground 
running in quickly immunizing 
the most vulnerable people. 

Meticulous planning is key 
to ensuring vaccines reach 
all priority groups, wherever 
they are, in every single African 
country,” said Dr Matshidiso 
Moeti, WHO Regional Director 
for Africa.
Dr Moeti briefed Health Ministers 
on the region’s overall state of 
readiness for Africa’s largest-
ever immunisation drive, 
planned vaccines delivery 
dates and next steps, including 
documentation required by 
COVAX related to regulatory 
readiness, indemnity and 
liability agreements so vaccine 
manufacturers can schedule 
shipment dates.
“COVAX is open for business. 
Thanks to secured avenues of 
supply through manufacturer 
deals and dose-sharing, clarity 
on global and regional supply 
forecasts, additional much-
needed funding, and countries’ 
hard work to ensure readiness 
– the world now has its clearest 
pathway yet to ending the acute 
stage of this pandemic, globally.” 
said Thabani Maphosa, Managing 
Director, Country Programmes, 
GAVI. 

The move to roll out COVID-19 
vaccines comes as new evidence 
shows new variants of the 
virus are spreading across the 
continent. In all the African 
countries that have detected 
the new variants, the pandemic 
spread faster in the second wave 
than in the first one. Variant 
501Y.V2 [also known as B1.351] 
first identified in South Africa is 
predominant in South Africa and 
Zambia and has been detected 
in a total of nine African nations 
including Botswana, Comoros, 
Ghana, Kenya, Mozambique, 
South Africa,  Tanzania, 
Zambia and Zimbabwe. The 
VOC202012/01variant [also 
known as B1.1.7] first detected 
in the United Kingdom has been 
found in six African countries, 
Gambia, Ghana, Morocco, 
Nigeria, Senegal, South Africa.
Countries are strongly urged 
to use the AstraZeneca vaccine 
even if the SARS-CoV-2 new 
variants are present. A small 
South African study has found 
the vaccine was not very effective 
against mild and moderate cases 
infected with the 501Y.V2 variant. 
After a review of all available 

data the WHO Strategic Advisory 
Group of Experts concluded 
that ongoing research suggests 
that the Astra Zeneca vaccine is 
likely to protect people against 
severe COVID-19. However, this 
remains to be demonstrated 
in clinical trials and post-
implementation evaluation.
“Our priority must be to 
protect the most vulnerable 
from severe illness and death. 
Along with rolling out safe and 
proven vaccines, we must also 
work towards a diverse vaccine 
portfolio. At the same time, 
manufacturers must be prepared 
to adjust to mutations of the 
virus, including potentially 
providing booster shots and 
adapted vaccines,” said Dr Moeti.
WHO is helping countries 
ramp-up sequencing capacities 
to detect new variants. Since 
December 2020, there has been 
a 50% increase in sequences 
produced by over 30 African 
countries.
 
Reporting: WHO.int
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Two of the South African 
government’s top advisers 
on COVID-19 backed Pfizer’s 
vaccine on Friday, despite a study 
earlier this week showing that 
the dominant local coronavirus 
variant may reduce protective 
antibodies it triggers.
The country is counting on the 

Pfizer shot, developed with 
German partner BioNTech, 
to step up its vaccination 
programme after administering 
its first Johnson& Johnson doses 
on Wednesday.
AstraZeneca vaccinations are 
on hold after a small local trial 
found the shot offered minimal 

protection against mild to 
moderate illness from the 501Y.
V2 variant first identified late 
last year.
The laboratory study published 
in the New England Journal of 
Medicine suggested that the 501Y.
V2 variant may reduce protective 
antibodies elicited by the Pfizer 

vaccine by two-thirds.
But scientists were quick to 
caution that because the study’s 
findings were from a lab it was 
difficult to judge what they might 
mean in the real world.
Professor Barry Schoub, chairman 
of the Ministerial Advisory 
Committee on vaccines, told 
Reuters the two-thirds reduction 
in antibodies mentioned in the 
study “means there is quite a 
significant remnant neutralising 
potency, ... we feel Pfizer is 
still a very good vaccine in our 
context”.
The advisory committee held 
its regular weekly meeting on 
Thursday and discussed the 
study.
While it has not been established 
in a clinical trial that the Pfizer 
vaccine protects against the 
more contagious 501Y.V2 variant, 
“we can have a reasonable 
extrapolation because it’s such a 
potent stimulator of the immune 
system”, Schoub said, adding 
that authorities would monitor 
closely those who get the Pfizer 
vaccine.
Health Minister Zweli Mkhize 
said on Wednesday that South 
Africa was expecting 500,000 
doses of the Pfizer vaccine 
initially and about 7 million 
doses by June.
Professor Salim Abdool Karim, 
another government adviser, 
said in a separate interview that 

the reduction in neutralising 
activity identified in the study 
was “within the tolerable limits 
of what we can accept”.
Importantly, he said, it was not 
yet established that antibodies 
against the spike protein that 
the virus uses to infect human 
cells correlate with protection.
“It is one of many hypotheses that 
are currently being investigated,” 
he said, adding: “We do not know 
what it is in these vaccines that’s 
leading to protection.”
Asked whether he would 
recommend pausing Pfizer 
vaccinations for now, he said: 
“No, in fact the opposite. This 
is within our tolerable limits of 
neutralisation.”
He said there was little point in 
doing a clinical study to further 
test the Pfizer vaccine against 
the local variant because it was 
already being adapted with a 
501Y.V2 insert. “So if we had 
to start a clinical study, by the 
time we get the results they will 
already have their new vaccine,” 
he continued.
South Africa, with nearly 1.5 
million cases and over 48,000 
deaths, has recorded almost half 
the COVID-19 fatalities and over 
a third of confirmed infections in 
Africa. It lagged richer nations 
in launching its immunisation 
campaign.

 (Reuters.)

South Africa advisers back Pfizer South Africa advisers back Pfizer 
COVID-19 vaccine after studyCOVID-19 vaccine after study
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Vaccination is recommended 
for persons with comorbidities 
that have been identified as 
increasing the risk of severe 
COVID-19. The WHO Strategic 
Advisory Group of Experts on 
Immunization (SAGE) has issued 
interim recommendations for 
use of the Oxford/AstraZeneca 
COVID-19 vaccine (AZD1222). 

Who should be vaccinated first?
While vaccine supplies are 

limited, it is recommended 
that priority be given to health 
workers at high risk of exposure 
and older people, including 
those aged 65 or older.

Countries can refer to the WHO 
Prioritization Roadmap and the 
WHO Values Framework as 
guidance for their prioritization 
of target groups.

Who else can take the vaccine?
Vaccination is recommended 

for persons with comorbidities 
that have been identified as 
increasing the risk of severe 
COVID-19, including obesity, 
c a r d i ova s c u l a r  d i s e a s e , 
respiratory disease and diabetes. 

Although further studies 
are required for persons 
living with HIV or auto-
immune conditions or who are 
immunocompromised, people 
in this category who are part 
of a group recommended for 
vaccination may be vaccinated 
after receiving information and 
counselling. 

Vaccination can be offered to 
people who have had COVID-19 
in the past. But individuals 
may wish to defer their own 
COVID-19 vaccination for up 
to six months from the time 
of SARS-CoV-2 infection, to 
allow others who may need 
the vaccine more urgently to 
go first.

Vaccination can be offered to 
breastfeeding women if they 
are part of a group prioritized 
for vaccination. WHO does not 
recommend discontinuation of 
breastfeeding after vaccination. 

Should pregnant women be 
vaccinated?

While pregnancy puts 
women at higher risk of severe 
COVID-19, very little data are 
available to assess vaccine safety 
in pregnancy. 

Pregnant women may receive 
the vaccine if the benefit of 
vaccinating a pregnant woman 
outweighs the potential vaccine 
risks. 

For this reason, pregnant 
women at high risk of exposure 
to SARS-CoV-2 (e.g. health 
wo r ke r s )  o r  wh o  h ave 
comorbidities which add to 
their risk of severe disease, may 
be vaccinated in consultation 
with their health care provider.

Who is  t he v accine not 
recommended for?

The recommended dosage is 
two doses given intramuscularly 
(0.5ml each) with an interval 

of 8 to 12 weeks
People with a history of 

severe allergic reaction to any 
component of the vaccine should 
not take it.

T h e  v a c c i n e  i s  n o t 
recommended for persons 
younger than 18 years of age 
pending the results of further 
studies.

What’s the recommended 
dosage?

The recommended dosage is 
two doses given intramuscularly 
(0.5ml each) with an interval 
of 8 to 12 weeks. 

Additional research is needed 
to understand longer-term 
potential protection after a 
single dose.  

Is it safe?
While this vaccine has yet 

to be recommended for an 
Emergency Use Listing by 
WHO, it has undergone review 
by the European Medicines 
Agency (EMA) and consequently 
meets WHO’s criteria for SAGE 
consideration.

The EMA has thoroughly 
assessed the data on the quality, 
safety and efficacy of the vaccine 
and has recommended granting 
a conditional marketing 
authorisation for people aged 
18 and above. 

T h e  G l o b a l  A d v i s o r y 
Committee on Vaccine Safety, 
a group of experts that provides 
independent and authoritative 
guidance to the WHO on the 

topic of safe vaccine use, receives 
and assesses reports of suspected 
safety events of potentially 
international impact. 

How efficacious is the vaccine?
The AZD1222 vaccine against 

COVID-19 has an efficacy of 
63.09% against symptomatic 
SARS-CoV-2 infection.

Longer dose intervals within 
the 8 to 12 weeks range are 
associated with greater vaccine 
efficacy.

Does it work against new 
variants?

SAGE has reviewed all available 
data on the performance of the 
vaccine in the settings of variants 
of concern. SAGE currently 
recommends the use of AZD1222 
vaccine according to the WHO 
Prioritization Roadmap, even 
if virus variants are present in 
a country. Countries should 

assess the risks and benefits 
taking into consideration their 
epidemiological situation.

Preliminary findings highlight 
the urgent need for a coordinated 
approach for surveillance and 
evaluation of variants and their 
potential impact on vaccine 
effectiveness. As new data 
become available, WHO will 
update recommendations 
accordingly. 

Does it prevent infection and 
transmission?

No substantive data are 
available related to impact of 
AZD1222 on transmission or 
viral shedding.

In the meantime, we must 
maintain and strengthen public 
health measures that work: 
masking, physical distancing, 
handwashing, respiratory 
and cough hygiene, avoiding 
crowds, and ensuring good 
ventilation.

(Issued by WHO.)

The Oxford/AstraZeneca COVID-19 
vaccine: what you need to know
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The African Union is setting up 
a fund to finance the construction 
of much-needed roads, railways 
and power plants on the 
continent, its infrastructure 
head said, turning to new sources 
of cash due to donor fatigue and 
higher debt levels.

The continent has an estimated 
annual infrastructure financing 
deficit of $60 billion-$90 billion, 
the AU says, making it hard for 
the body to advance its goal 
of integrating the disparate 
individual markets into a single, 
free trade area.

“Africa is financially starved as 
far as the need for infrastructure 
development is concerned,” Raila 
Odinga, who is the AU’s high 
representative for infrastructure, 
told Reuters.

The 55-nation AU is now 
turning to sovereign wealth 
funds, insurance and retirement 
funds in countries like South 
Africa, Angola, Nigeria Morocco, 
Egypt and Kenya, to raise the 
cash.

The funds will be invited to 
invest about 5% of their holdings, 
Odinga said, “which is actually 
going to be more lucrative for 
those institutions, rather than 
having funds lie idle”.

Talks with the funds are going 
on and the AU’s experts are 
setting up the legal and financial 
structure for the infrastructure 
fund, which will be administered 
by the newly formed African 
Union Development Agency, 
Odinga said.

The move bucks the past trend 
of dependence on wealthy donor 
nations and borrowing from 
financial markets.

China, which has been 
one of the biggest funders of 
infrastructure projects on the 
continent over the past decade, 
has cut back on lending due to 
high debt levels among individual 
nations like Kenya.

“We are now trying to think 
out of the box,” Odinga said.

The drive to find new ways 
of funding the construction of 
roads and railways and other 
utilities comes as Africa seeks to 
bring together 1.3 billion people 
in a $3.4 trillion economic bloc 
known as the African Continental 
Free Trade Area (AfCFTA).

“This infrastructure is urgent 
for the realization of the AfCFTA, 
otherwise it is just going to remain 
on paper,” Odinga said.

It was critical to connect 
landlocked nations to ports 
on coastlines, and complete 
missing links for transcontinental 
highways, to facilitate the free 
flow of goods under the AfCFTA 
and lift people out of poverty, 
he said.

“Africa needs to trade with 
itself,” Odinga said, citing figures 
which show intra-African trade 
is just 15%, compared with intra-

European trade levels of 70% and 
50% in Asia.

 (Reuters).

African Union to set up 
infrastructure fund for the 
continent
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Rhomma Holdings Pty (Ltd) 
trading as EDDs Destiny Abattoir 
is a LEA assisted business based 
in Ramotswa. Directed by 
Ms. Victoria Nkokwe, EDDs 
Destiny operates an abattoir 
that specializes in slaughtering 
livestock and small stock.

 
The business registered with 

LEA in 2018, and was assisted by 
the Authority to access funding 
to equip the business in order 
to start its operations. 

From the extensive LEA 
business development and 
support services, EDDs Destiny 
Abattoir has developed into a 
thriving business that provides 
a services to various markets 

that include butcheries in and 
around Ramotswa as well as 
individuals in the area. The 
business currently has a staff 
complement of 10 employees.

LEA has since 2018, supported 
the company through various 
business management support 
interventions to upskill the 
promoters, that include amongst 
others; market linkages and 
strategies, coaching and 
mentoring, Entrepreneurship 
Development training, Records 
Keeping and Financial Viability 
tool.

“We are very grateful for 
the unwavering support and 

assistance that LEA gives us. They 
have hand-held and motivated 
us to do more and work hard 
each day to better our business 
and our lives. We thank LEA for 
consistent support as we try our 
level best not to fall down even 
during hard times, making sure 
we grow our business as they 
keep nurturing us and one day 
we shall realise our goals.” said 
the passionate Ms. Nkokwe 

. 

CONTACTS:
Mobile: 73079971/76594121

Email:
 vnkokwe@accamail.com

LEA Continues To Handhold LEA Continues To Handhold 
& Upskill SMMES For Growth& Upskill SMMES For Growth

ARTICLE BROUGHT  TO YOU BY LEA
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Mascom Mascom 
celebrates celebrates 
23rd 23rd 
birthdaybirthday

Ms. Thato Kemonokeng Ramaeba received BWP5000,00 MyZaka, a smart device and Mascom data 
and airtime.

Mascom celebrated its 23rd 
birthday on the 17th February 
2021 with Molekane Wa Mascom, 
a young Motswana who shares 
a birthday with us. ‘Molekane 
Wa Mascom’ is an initiative that 
forms part of our CSR initiatives 
that called for Batswana youth who 
shared a birthday with Mascom 
to share their community projects 
that Mascom could support. 

Mascom supported Ms Thato 
Kemonokeng Ramaebas’ initiative 
aimed at donating care packages 
to the underprivileged children 
in Modipane, where she resides. 
Care packages included essential 
toiletries, stationary and snacks. 

This year’s celebrations were rooted 
in living our slogan, ‘Number 
one because of you’ as they were 
centered around ‘Molekane Wa 
Mascom’ and the community of 
Modipane.
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Emmanuel Allottey
The surest path to becoming 
wealthy starts with saving. 
Personal financial planning 
encompasses all financial 
decisions and activities of 
an individual or household, 
including earning, saving, 
investing and spending. 
Automatic savings plan is an 
integral part of every financial 
plan that leverages technology to 

create a seamless way of saving 
money. The current economic 
environment brought on by the 
coronavirus has emphasised the 
importance of access to savings. 

Key automatic saving options 
include;

Pension: a pension plan is a 
combination of an automatic 
saving plan and investing. 
The employer automatically 
deducts a specified portion 

of an employee’s income 
monthly, which is placed in 
pool of funds that are invested 
for returns. Employees on a 
pension plan enjoy the comfort 
and convenience of not having 
to actively manage and invest 
their savings. However, pension 
savings are not immediately 
available on demand. Pensions 
may not always return attractive 
yields to the dismay of the 

employee. 
Reward points and merchant 

arrangements: there are 
numerous offers by financial 
institutions that offer rewards 
for card usage. These rewards 
are system managed and accrue 
automatically. For example, if 
you earn cash back with your 
credit card, you may be able to 
set up automatic transfers of 
that money so that whenever 

you reach a certain rewards 
balance, it is deposited directly 
into your savings account. 
Another specific feature is called 
“bank your change” – this offer 
automatically lets customers 
save a portion of their change 
every time they swipe their bank 
cards to buy goods or services. 
For example, when a customer 
buys goods worth $20.50 using 
their debit card, the buy amount 
is rounded up to the nearest $1 
and the 50c difference is sent to 
their savings account. The more 
client transactions are made 
using their cards this feature 
facilitates the ability of clients 
to save as they spend. 

Individual Savings accounts: 
this involves setting up an 
automatic transfer of a defined 
amount of money from an 
individual’s bank account into a 
savings or investment account at 
recurring intervals. This system 
creates a seamless movement of 
funds from your transactional 
account to savings account. It is 
important to understand the cost 
of setting up such instructions 
and any charges involved in the 
event of failed transfers. 

As with every financial goal, 
it requires discipline. Savings 
translate into wealth if they are 
allowed to accumulate. Contact 
your nearest financial advisor 
to explore options available to 
achieve your financial goals.

Emmanuel Allottey
African economies have felt the 
brunt of the coronavirus that 
has decimated the progress 
made to their already fragile 
economies. The International 
Monetary Fund estimates that 
output in Sub-Saharan Africa 
contracted by 2.6 percent in 
2020, compared to growth of 
3.2 percent in 2019. Africa’s 
journey to economic recovery 
and transformation will require 
support from International 
Financial Institutions and 

other key stakeholders. The 
role of International Financial 
Institutions in Africa’s 
development has evolved over 
the years with the increase 
in economic integration and 
globalization.

African nations have greatly 
transformed the administration 
of their economies with notable 
improvement in key areas such 
as governance, monetary and 
fiscal policies, infrastructure 
development and poverty 
reduction which has translated 

to a conducive environment to 
attract international funding. 

Previously, International 
Financial Institutions were 
the only source of financial 
assistance available to nations 
for development initiatives. 
This is no longer the case with 
the increase in availability of 
private international finance 
and foreign direct investment 
for economic development. 
Today, China has emerged 
as one of the top investors in 
Africa, providing both financial 

assistance through bilateral aid 
in terms of grants, interest-free 
loans and technical assistance 
in the implementation of 
developmental projects. 

International Financial 
Institutions are now having to 
compete with emerging sources 
of financial assistance available 
to African nations. International 
Financial Institutions need to 
carve out their niche by outlining 
specific areas of financial support 
to nations. The current areas of 
financial support are in been 

poverty alleviation, economic 
growth and protection of the 
environment. 

International Financial 
Institutions are central to 
the functioning of the global 
financial system through their 
provision of policy advice, 
financing for development, 
global public goods, financial 
safety nets and rules-based 
framework for international 
economic activity although 
their influence in this area is 
weakening with greater regional 
and international cooperation 
and economic integration 
amongst African nations.

Globally, nations are battling 
the adverse impact of the 
coronavirus. International 
Financial Institutions are 
mobilizing unprecedented 
levels of financial resources to 
support countries responding 
to the health and economic 
consequences of the COVID-19 
pandemic. Some International 
Financial Institutions have 
proposed a debt standstill for 
low-income countries, during 

which those countries could 
suspend debt service payments 
and instead devote their funds to 
the exigencies of the pandemic. 

Middle-income African 
nations are in stiff competition 
with other nations for access 
to funding from International 
Financial Institutions. Africa’s 
journey to economic recovery 
will hinge on a delicate balance 
of self-funding and international 
aid.  

Financial Literacy 101 - creating Financial Literacy 101 - creating 
an Automatic Savings plan an Automatic Savings plan 

Financing Africa’s Economic recovery Financing Africa’s Economic recovery 
– – evolving role of International Financial Institutionsevolving role of International Financial Institutions
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In countries with weak 
governance institutions, natural 
resource wealth tends to be a 
curse instead of a blessing. Where 
citizens are relatively powerless 
to hold ruling elites to account, 
resource wealth undermines 
development prospects. On 
the contrary, where citizens 
are able to exert constraints on 
executive power, resource wealth 
can generate development that 
benefits ordinary citizens.

D e v e l o p m e n t  s c h o l a r 
Richard Auty first coined 
the term ‘resource curse’ in 
the early 1990s. He used the 
phrase to describe the puzzling 
phenomenon of resource wealthy 
countries failing to industrialise. 
Manifestations of the ‘curse’ 
now range from widespread 
corruption to civil war to 
deepening authoritarian rule.

If governance interventions 
are to be useful, it is important 
to understand the context. 
Otherwise, policy interventions 
won’t gain traction. If political 
dynamics play a determinative 
role in long-run economic 
outcomes, we must understand 
them better.

In 2018, Angola’s fuel exports 
constituted 92.4% of the 
country’s total exports. Oil 
rents – the difference between 
the price of oil and the average 
cost of producing – accounted 

for 25.6% of the country’s Gross 
Domestic Product (GDP). In 
2019 the country ranked 148th 
out of 189 countries in the UN’s 
Human Development Index.

Nigeria’s oil exports in 2018 
were 94.1% of total exports, oil 
rents amounted to 9% of GDP. 
In 2019 it ranked 161st on the 
human development index . As 
is clear from the graph above, 
sub-Saharan Africa’s major oil 
producers are clustered around 
the lower end of the human 
development spectrum and are 
mostly autocratic.

Both Nigeria and Angola have 
been characterised by one form 
or another of autocratic rule for 
most of their post-independence 
histories. Autocracy invariably 
undermines a country’s 
development prospects.

Angola was plunged into a civil 
war shortly after independence in 
November 1975. It then suffered 
an unsuccessful coup attempt 
in 1977.

In Nigeria, the balance of power 
at independence in 1960 was 
just as precarious as Angola’s. 
Nigeria suffered two military 
coups in 1966, and a civil war 
from 1967-1970.

It all comes down to how the 
leader of the ruling coalition 
extracts and distributes the oil 
rents. 

Jose Eduardo dos Santos came 

to power in 1979 as served as 
president until 2017, grabbing 
power early and repeatedly. 
Svolik’s model predicts that 
rulers who can do this at the same 
time as limiting the probability 
of a coup being against them 
manage to entrench their rule.

Within six years, dos Santos 
had consolidated power. He 
eliminated internal threats 
by subverting power sharing 
institutions and purging key 
individuals. For instance, in 
1984 the central committee of 
the ruling Movimento Popular 
de Libertação de Angola (MPLA) 
– created a ‘defence and security 
council’, chaired by dos Santos.

.
He did so by ensuring that the 

state oil firm, Sonangol, was 
proficiently run. It soon became 
Angola’s shadow state through 
its vast web of subsidiaries. After 
the civil war - 1975 to 2002 - 
Sonangol became the driver of 
(limited) development, but also 
the key distributor of patronage 
to cement dos Santos’s power. 
He not only bled it to enrich his 
family dynasty; he also used it 
to appease his inner circle.

Dos Santos ended up ruling for 
38 years. But, his key strategic 
mistake was placing his children 
in plum Sonangol positions ahead 
of loyalists.

In 2017, João Lourenço, a 

former Defence Minister, became 
the new Angolan president. Dos 
Santos was to remain head of 
the MPLA until 2022. But, he 
was ousted through what was 
essentially a bloodless coup in 
2018, engineered by his former 
loyalists like Manuel Vicente, 
the long-standing former head 
of Sonangol.

The Politburo appointed 
Lourenço president of the 
MPLA. He has since purged the 
dos Santos children from plum 
positions. Angola is still heavily 
dominated by the ruling MPLA, 
though. Prospects for a more 
competitive political settlement 
appear limited.

Oil wealth only became a 
major factor in Nigeria’s political 
economy in the early 1970s, 
when the price rocketed as a 
result of the global supply crisis. 
Windfall oil wealth exacerbated 
the preexisting fragility. The 
state run oil firm, the Nigerian 
National Petroleum Company, 
was inefficient compared to 
Sonangol. Nonetheless, it served 
as the country’s cash cow, milked 
to extend patronage.

But, unlike in Angola, no 
aspirant Nigerian autocrat was 
able to monopolise personal 
control over the national oil 
company. As I detail in the 
book, oil exacerbated fragility 
in Nigeria. While Angola’s dos 

Santos maintained a stable 
bargain among elites, Nigeria’s 
balance of power remained 
precarious.

In 1975, another military coup 
toppled Yakubu Gowon who had 
ruled Nigeria through the civil 
war. Murtala Muhammed came 
to power but was assassinated 
in a coup attempt six months 
later, which brought Olusegun 
Obasanjo to power in 1976. 
Obasanjo guided a transition 
to civilian rule in 1979 but this 
only lasted four years.

A 1983 coup brought current 
president Muhammadu Buhari 
to power and another ousted 
him two years later. Ibrahim 
Babangida then ruled until 1993. 
After a brief attempt at civilian 
rule, Sani Abacha came to power 
through yet another coup that 
same year. He died in office in 
1998. His successor, Abdulsalami 
Abubakar, returned the country 
to civilian rule a year later.

Former military ruler Obasanjo 
– who had been imprisoned by 
Abacha – won the 1999 elections 
but attempted to grab a third 
term as president in 2006. 
Despite alleged oil-funded 
bribery to lobby party members 
to support his cause, they held 
fast to the constitution’s term 
limits.

The importance of that moment 
cannot be overstated. It has 
resulted in a more open and 
competitive political settlement 
in Nigeria.  Maintaining 
constitutional term limits can 
stop autocratic entrenchment 
in its tracks. Unfortunately, 
this has not guaranteed stability 
in Nigeria. Post-2015 fragility 
has deepened considerably. 
(TheConversation.)

Why being endowed with oil is not Why being endowed with oil is not 
always a boon: the case of Nigeria always a boon: the case of Nigeria 
and Angolaand Angola
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In this Echo exclusive we take a 
look at the work, life and artistic 
philosophy of the currently South 
Africa based twenty-seven-
year-old Motswana singer/
songwriter extraordinaire Thato 
Jessica Mataboge. 

Jessica combines RnB and 
Hip Hop, having made a 
string of successful singles 
and collaborations. Jessica has 
announced that 2021 is the year 
that she is working on her debut 
album, adding that she feels 
privileged about her journey 
so far and confident in her 
readiness.

“I will be releasing my album 
this year and I am super excited 
and I hope that people will love 
it as much as I do.”

Jessica is originally from a 
village called Mapoka but grew 
up in Gaborone. She is currently 
living in Johannesburg pursuing 
her dreams as an architect, 
designer and musician.

Jessica holds a bachelor’s 
degree in Architecture from 
the University of Botswana. “I 
began to fully embrace music at 
the age of 16. When I was in Form 
2 in Moselewapula there was an 
art club where we were urged to 
demonstrate any talents. I sang 
and everyone was amazed. That 
was when I discovered music 
as what I love and what I am 
good at.”

Having performed on South 
African stages and made multiple 
appearances on South African 
Television channels she says, 
“I would not say that I have 
performed or been exposed to 
the level where I am fully in the 
industry here because obviously 
there is a lot of work that comes 
with that especially being from 
outside of South Africa. It is a 
tightly knit industry in which 
to make connections.”

Moreover, she added that for 
obvious reasons the South African 
entertainment industry is bigger 
due to the larger population and 
that South Africa is the hub of a 
lot of the content that is spread 
across the continent. 

“It’s a different market, more 

competitive and it requires being 
the best of your best and you 
need to believe that you are 

the best of your best in order 
to stand out from similar acts.” 
Jessica said.

She feels that the South African 
market is important in the sense 
that there has to be a focal point 
for entertainment in regions: 
“We can make examples from 
every continent, there is always 
a city or country that stands out 
in terms of entertainment. It 
just makes it easier for content 
creating, so obviously it’s not 
the same as Botswana because 
Botswana has fewer people but 
I think being in close proximity 
with the South African market 
gives us an advantage to be able 
to reach the rest of the continent 
and the world.” 

She is currently refining what 
she wants her brand to stand 
for ideally through expressing 
herself in every way, shape or 
form. She has always wanted 
to bring together the idea 
of blending pop music with 
contemporary art and design, an 
infused brand for creativeness.

“I decided to incorporate 
body art into my brand image 
because I thought that this is a 
way to mark and express my 
love for visual art and express 
my interest for other forms of 
creativity.’ Jessica said.

Her favorite part about being 
an artist is hearing from people 
who have connected with 
your music as it validates your 
expression as an artist and more 
so that it gives hope, drive and 
passion to keep going.

‘When I get feedback and 
personal experiences tied to 
music that I make I recall the 
times as I was starting out when 
I was driving back to my village 
listening to Brenda Fassie and 
that music becomes a soundtrack 
for those memories, to me going 
back home with my family. So 
the fact that my music is able 
to tie into people’s everyday 
life experiences or to remind 
people of something or evoke 
some type of feeling, that’s the 
most important and precious 
thing that you can experience 
as an artist and I don’t take that 
for granted, when it happens I 
am in awe and humbled that 
something I created has touched 
another person.” she said.

She believes that a good artist 
needs to have networking and 
that a good artist needs to 
understand the crowd, which 
is also a part of networking, 
understanding the people that 
you are making the music for.

“You need to have some sense 
of understanding of melody. You 
can have a great message and 
approach to speak to the crowd 
but if it’s not some that people 
can dance to or cry to then it 
becomes difficult.” She added.

She said that artists need to 
identify their specialty, in terms 
of evoking a certain emotion 
but obviously should not box 
themselves in. Jessica aims to 
bring some sense of healing, 
faith and hope through her own 
music.

She said that she is hopeful 
that her own brand will come 
not only to represent audio art 
but physical and visual art as well 
the better to relate to people.

“I hope to achieve an 
international  platform, 
specifically through the United 
States as it has the biggest market 
and also throughout the African 
continent through establishing 
connections in Nigeria and South 
Africa to place myself on a bigger 
platform,” She added.

Thato Jessica Thato Jessica 
Botswana’s Botswana’s 
Rising StarRising Star

She is based in South Africa and will 
release her debut album this year
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Ryan Blumton

In this week’s Echo Arts we 
examine the work of Botswana 
based wildlife photographer 
Prakaash Hari and delve into 
his work to understand what 
drives him, providing insights 
for aspiring photographers. 

Hari’s photography has 
been published by BBC Earth, 
National Geographic and in 
various other magazines and 
calendars. He has been attracted 
to nature and wildlife since his 
childhood and became inspired 
by his late father who was a 
nature and wildlife lover. 

“My father got me a Yashika 
f i lm roll  camera after I 
completed my schooling and 
since then there was no turning 
back for me and I became so 
addicted to photography, 

capturing such images ranging 
from trees to butterflies and 
from mountains to rivers.” 
he says.

He participated in inter-
college competitions and 
these victories in addition to 
the prizes he won kept the 
passion burning bright. In 
2020, he realized something 
that is a dream for wildlife 
photographers all over the 
world when his work was 
featured on the BBC Earth 
Instagram page.

“I got a message from BBC 
Earth stating that they would 
like to publish my photo in 
their Instagram page they 
featured a photo I took of a 
Mozambique spitting cobra 
giving an intimidating pose 
that they entitled ‘The Spitting 
Noodles.’ I was over the moon 

after seeing 65,000 likes and 
hundreds of comments within 
a few days,” he said.

He said this gave him more 
confident and inspired him to 
aim for more of the same in 
future. As would be expected, 
as a wildlife photographer 
he is an avid traveler who 
explores extensively for the 
best environments to take 
photographs.

“During my nine years living 
in Botswana I have traveled and 
photographed in such places as 
Central Kalahari Game Reserve, 
Kalahari Transfrontier Park, 
Tuli Block, Okavango Delta, 
Moremi Game Reserve, Khwai 
concession, Savuti Marsh, 
Linyanti Channel, Chobe 
National Park, Makgadikgadi 
pans, Nxai Pan, Nata Bird 
Sanctuary and Khama Rhino 
Sanctuary.”

Hari visits nearby Gaborone 
Game Reserve and Mokolodi 
to practice composition and 
different settings in various light 
conditions. Hari appreciates the 
Okavango Delta and Maun as 
photo scenic environments 
adding, “This incredible, largest 
inland water delta on earth and 
UNESCO world heritage site 
gives me immense pleasure 
the moment I step in.”

He often snaps photos of 
potentially dangerous animals 
though there is no special 
technique in photographing 
them that is different to taking 

photographs of any other 
subject. Hari does offer some 
caution though saying; “You 
have to have the right gear, 
proper planning, knowledge 
of animal behavior and most 
importantly a proper Ranger 
to help you track the animals. 
As long as you keep your 
distance from animals and 
respect their privacy no animal 
is dangerous.”

His favorite subject to 
photograph is the elephant 
as they are socially bonded 
gentle giants that are quite 
animated. Hari said one can get 
hundreds of frames of elephants 
in various postures within 10 
minutes unlike photographing 
lions, which sit or doze in one 
place for hours. He also said that 
capturing any big cat requires 
patience. 

Having also practiced wildlife 
photography in India, South 
Africa and Kenya he said, 
“You cannot really compare 
Indian terrain with Botswana’s. 

Both differ a lot with respect 
to animals and topography. 
Botswana is mostly wide-open 
savannah whereas India has 
thick, dense jungles making 
animals harder to spot and the 
photography more difficult.”

He largely likes photography 
in Botswana because of the 
untamed wilderness. “You 
literally have to track the 
animals,  which is  quite 
natural.” Hari said that he 
often prefers to pitch his tent 
in the wilderness as opposed 
to staying in luxury resorts.

“My sincere advice to them 
is that you have to be patient 
and practice with passion and 
you will not fail. Nature and 
wildlife will not fetch regular 
earnings though that does not 
mean it should not be pursued. 
Pursuing other subjects for your 
photography such as models, 
food and products in addition to 
wildlife is more worthwhile.”

Exploring Wildlife Exploring Wildlife 
Photography with Photography with 
Prakaash HariPrakaash Hari
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IN THE MAGISTRATE’S COURT FOR THE DISTRICT OF GABORONE
HELD AT EXTENSION II

LEBOGANG SEPHUMA              Plainti� 

BOT HOLDINGS (PTY) LTD                                     1st Defendant
MICHAEL MACK                                      2nd Defendant
PPATRICK MACK                                      3rd Defendant

NOTICE OF SALE IN EXECUTION

CASE NO. CCMEX-000495-19

HER WORSHIP WILLIE

DATED   AT   GABORONE  ON  THIS  5TH  DAY  OF  FEBRUARY  2021 

    

 

Deputy Sheri� Omphemetse kaisara
Tel: 3973799/72195113

c/o RAHIM KHAN & COMPANY
      Plainti�’s Attorneys

   O�ce # 1, Plot 50362
      Showgrounds O�ce Park

      P O Box 1884, Gaborone
      Tel. No. 3188988/9

      Fax No. 3188951/990
      E-mail: qletshabo@rahimkhan.co.bw

 [QL/sm/SEP2/0001]

In the matter between:

And

BE PLEASED TO TAKE NOTICE THAT pursuant to the Judgment granted by the above
 Honourable Court the following property will be sold by DEPUTY SHERIFF OMPHEMETSE 
PETER KAISARA by public auction to the highest bidder as follows:

DATE OF SALE:  24th March 2021 
VENUE:                          Broadhurst Police Station     
TIME:                          10:30 am

TERMS OF SALE:  Cash or bank guaranteed cheques

PROPERTY TO BE SOLD:  Steel Sofa, O�ce Chair, Floor Mat, Reception Desk, 2 Chairs and 
Co�ee Table, 9 Piece Boardroom Suite, LG Bar Fridge, O�ce Chair, HP Heavy Duty Copy 
Machine, O�ce Chair, Acer Monitor, CPU, HP Copy Machine, O�ce Table, Wall Mirror, Canon
 Copy Machine, Samsung Monitor, HP CPU, Wall Mirror, Samsung Bar Fridge, 3 O�ce Chairs,
 Wall Mirror, Defy Microwave, Defy Double door Fridge.

IN THE INOU�TR!A.L COi IRT OF THF RFPUBLIC OF BOTSWANA. 
HELD AT GABORONE 

Case No. IC 133/20 
!n the matter between:

GABOIPOFE PHUTHOLOGANG Plaintiff 

/\nd 

RESILENT ENTERPRISES 
THATO 0. SHADR1'.\CK 

NOTICE OF SA.LE !N EXECUTION 

1 sr DefendanT 
2N□ Defendant 

BE PLEASED TO TAKE NOTICE that pursuant to the judgment of the above Honourable Court 
the following property of the above named Defendant will be sold by Public auction by Deputy 
Sheriff D.J MOYO to the highest bidder as follows: 

DATE OF SALE 

TIME 

VENUE 

PROP1"RTY TO BE SOLD 

CONDITIONS OF SALE: 

24 TH March 2021 

1 o:oo hours 

BROADHURST POLICE 

1 x 1 reception counter 1 x 1 desk with computer 1 x 1 desk with 
Two chairs 

Cash or Bank guaranteed ci1eques otherwise detailed and 
conditions of sale may be inspected at Deputy Sheriff Mayo's 
office 

DATED AT GABORONE THIS i8th DAY OF FEBRUARY 2021 

DEPUTY SHERiFF D.j MOYO 
Clo Gaboipofe Phuthologang 
P .0 Box 20572 GaboroneCell: No. 72192666/3914511 

 

ELECTRICS BOTSWANA (PTY) LTD

REQUIRES COMPUTER ENGINEER
Should be A Graduate in Computer Engineering well versed with 

Graphic Designs, Internet of things, Embedded Computer systems, 
Autocad Software, LAN Computer Networking, Computer Networking 

& Management Systems.

Apply to
P O Box 70164
UB Post Office

Gaborone, Botswana

Tel: 393 9289 / 72 17 65 66 
      Fax: 3181 160

Email: eb@bbi.co.bw
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FIFA President Gianni 
Infantino has met with Senegal’s 
Head of State, President Macky 
Sall, at the Presidential Palace 
in Dakar on the latest leg of his 
trip to Africa. Accompanied by 
Senegalese Football Federation 
(FSF) President Augustin 
Senghor, the delegation, which 
also included FIFA Secretary 
General and Senegal native, 
Fatma Samoura, discussed the 

development of football on the 
continent and how can FIFA 
contribute to help its’ African 
member associations reach the 
top level at the world stage.

“President Sall is a huge 
football fan and of course a 
proud supporter of the Teranga 
Lions, and I was especially 
pleased to discuss with him the 
solid steps taken by the FSF and 
its President Augustin Senghor 

to consistently improve football 
in Senegal, which is a great 
football country not only in 
Africa, but at a world level,” 
Gianni Infantino said. “We also 
talked about the importance of 
FIFA and our African football 
associations working together, 
in a spirit of cooperation and 
solidarity for the benefit of the 
millions of football fans on this 
great continent.”

Talks also covered Senegal’s 
hosting of the Youth Olympic 
Games in 2026, the first-ever 
Olympic event to be staged in 
Africa, as well as the opening 
of the new stadium in Dakar, 
which is planned for 2022.

“Senegal has obviously 
an important role at the 
international level and I am 
delighted to see the progress it 
has been making at all different 
levels of our sports, including 
youth and women’s football,” 
added the FIFA President, who 
also took to opportunity to 
invite President Sall to visit 
FIFA’s headquarters in Zurich 
at the next possible occasion.

“I appreciate the constructive 
exchange with the FIFA 
President in order to address 
the situation in Senegal and 
also on our continent,” said FSF 
President Augustin Senghor. 
“We face challenging times at 
the moment especially with 
the coronavirus pandemic, 
and I appreciate the support 
that the FIFA President has 
given Africa as well as by his 
presence with us in Dakar.”

(Fifa.)

Nigeria Professional Football 
League side Wikki Tourists had 
a lucky escape when the team 
bus carrying them to their away 
fixture against Dakkada in Uyo 
burst into flames and burnt to 

the ground, officials said.
All players, coaches and team 

officials survived unscathed 
in the incident on Saturday, 
but they lost the team kit and 
many of their belongings as the 

blaze moved quickly through 
the vehicle.

The cause of the fire is not yet 
clear, although club secretary 
Abdullahi Ibrahim told local 
media it followed one of the 

tyres on the bus bursting. He 
said that the players had to 
escape through the windows 
and that many had been left 
in shock.

The journey from Bauchi to 

Uyo takes 15 hours by road, 
highlighting the difficult away 
trips Nigerian top-flight sides 
must make.

In March last year, Enyimba 
were making a 15-hour journey 
from Yola to Aba after a league 
game when their team bus was 
attacked by armed robbers and 
a number of players injured. 
Reuters.

Soccer-Nigerian top-flight side’s team bus Soccer-Nigerian top-flight side’s team bus 
goes up in flamesgoes up in flames

African cooperation tops agenda in African cooperation tops agenda in 
Dakar meetingDakar meeting
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THE AFRICAN STORY

A lobby group composed 
of players, officials, referees, 
coaches, medical experts and 
teachers has been formed to 
campaign for improved safety 
in the sport they describe as 
“broken”.

Spearheading Progressive 
Rugby are former internationals, 
including Canadian Jamie 
Cudmore, who is involved in 
a long-running legal dispute 
with his former club Clermont 
Auvergne, and England forward 
James Haskell.

Cudmore has said the French 
club “put my life in danger” 
for effectively forcing him to 
play when concussed.

The group has made radical 
recommendations, including 
the  removal  of  tact ical 
substitutions, aimed at reducing 
incidences of concussion.

In December nine former 
professional players in their 
30s and 40s, most diagnosed 
with early-onset dementia, 
launched legal proceedings 
against World Rugby and other 
governing bodies.

Former internationals Steve 
Thompson of England and 
Alix Popham of Wales, who 
are leading that case, are also 
members of the group.

“ P r o g r e s s i v e  R u g b y 

passionately supports the core 
physicality of an 80-minute 
game of rugby and that extends 
to tackling in schoolboy rugby,” 
the organisation said in a news 
release.

“However, Progressive 
Rugby believes that, around 
the acceptable risks that come 
from a game, much more can be 
done to protect current players 
and future generations.”

Among the experts is Barry 
O’Driscoll who stood down 
from what was then called 
the International Rugby Board 
in 2012 in protest against its 
handling of concussion cases.

“We all love rugby and want 
to see it continue in the long 
term. However, the game as it 
is, is broken, with many more 
players likely to end up with 
neurological impairments in the 
future,” O’Driscoll told a news 
conference on Wednesday.

“The IRB’s treatment of 
concussion was going badly 
wrong then and has got worse 
since - it is a dereliction of 
duty.”

Progressive Rugby sent an 
open letter to World Rugby 
chairman Bill  Beaumont 
demanding that more should 
be done to protect the rugby-
playing community from the 

dangers of injury.
“World Rugby has a moral and 

legal duty to minimise risk and 
to inform players and parents 
of the risk of brain damage 
from repeated knocks,” the 
letter added.

MULTIPLE CONCUSSIONS
This was in response to a 

letter Beaumont, the former 
England captain who had to 
retire early after suffering 
multiple concussions, published 
last December which said that 
“player welfare is – and always 
has been – our number one 
priority at all levels of the 
game”.

Progressive Rugby says it 
“firmly supports the core 
physicality that comes with 
the game” but that its proposed 
changes “are essential to ensure 
its survival in terms of long-
term player welfare and playing 
numbers at all levels”.

Coming days after the Rugby 
Players’ Association held its 
first “brain health webinar” for 
former players, the new group 
is calling for major cutbacks 
on contact and workload in 
training, the limitation of 
replacements to injury only, 
strict application of laws at 
the ruck and a review of the 
tackle area.

The group also calls for a 
minimum three-week “return 
to play” protocol period after 
a concussion and mandatory 
comprehensive screening.

Progressive Rugby points 
to American football’s NFL, 
which has paid out almost one 
billion dollars in concussion 
s e t t l e m e n t s ,  a s  h av i n g 
“metamorphosed from a 
sport in denial to a proactive 
organisation” and wants World 
Rugby to follow its example.

“Clearly these members of 

our rugby family love the game 
and want it to be the best it can 
be,” World Rugby said. “We do 
too. We are encouraged that 
the group are championing a 
number of initiatives that are 
already operational or being 
considered and we are open 
to constructive discussions 
with them regarding their 
proposals.”

( Reuters.)

New safety group New safety group 
demands action to demands action to 
fix ‘broken’ Rugbyfix ‘broken’ Rugby


