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Africa crosses 2.5 million Africa crosses 2.5 million 
COVID-19 casesCOVID-19 cases
As many countries around the 
world, including Africa continue 
to experience sharp increases in 
Covid-19 cases, a new tally by 
Reuters has shown that the total 
number of coronavirus cases in 
Africa crossed 2.5 million on 
Saturday. Many countries are 
experiencing as a second wave 
of infections which has hit the 
continent.
This has forced many countries to 
re-introduce strict covid travel 
restrictions to slow the spread 
especially as people want to 
travel to different parts of their 
countries during the festive 
period.
Countries such as the Democratic 
Republic of Congo, Nigeria, 
Mauritania, Ghana and Ivory 
Coast have seen a sharp rise in 

cases and are reporting near 
record levels of infection, 
according to a Reuters tally. 
Quick measures including travel 
restrictions and border closures 
enabled countries in Africa to 
limit the spread when first cases 
were reported in March. But the 
economic impact of the measures 
prompted governments to 
ease them. As people relax 
their guards and ditch social 
distancing measures, infections 
have spiked.
According to a Reuters analysis, 
Africa has reported about 
454,000 new cases in the past 30 
days, nearly 18% of its reported 
total of 2.5 million cases.
South Africa remains the worst-
affected African country with 
912,477 cases and 24,539 deaths. 

The country has seen a sharp 
spike in infections since the 
start of December.
The South African government 
said on Friday it had identifed a 
new variant of the coronavirus 
that is driving a second wave of 
infections.
Governments across the region 
are imposing lockdowns, curfews 
and restricting gatherings ahead 
of Christmas celebrations.
Nigeria on Friday ordered schools 
to shut indefinitely, banned 
concerts, carnivals and street 
parties and ordered some civil 
servants to work from home in 
its commercial capital, Lagos.
The Democratic Republic of 
Congo announced a curfew and 
other measures, including the 
mandatory wearing of masks 

in public spaces.
As developed countries such as 
the United States and the United 
Kingdom start vaccinating their 
people, most poorer African 
countries are depending on the 
World Health Organization’s 
COVAX programme, which aims 
to deliver at least 2 billion vaccine 
doses by the end of 2021.
However according to a Reuters 
report this week, the scheme 
faces a “very high” risk of failure, 
potentially leaving nations that 
are home to billions of people 
with no access to vaccines until as 
late as 2024, internal documents 
say. 

(Reuters.)
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The Zambia Statistical Agency 
–ZSA- has estimated a total of 
8, 414, 839 eligible voters in the 
2021 general elections contrary 
to the estimated 9 million voters 
that the Electoral Commission 
of Zambia –ECZ- has targeted 
to register.
Agency Interim Statistics 
General, Mulenga Musepa said 
the statistics are based on the 
2010 census of population and 
housing where 47 percent of the 
total population age structure 
was aged 18 years and above 
while 53 percent were aged 
below 18 years.
Mr. Musepa explained that in 
estimating the voting eligibility 
population, the agency has 
carried forward the eligibility 
population of 47 percent from 
the 2010 census results on 
the assumption that the age 
structure does not change much 
between two census periods 
which in the case of Zambia 
spans over 10 years.
addressing the media to clarify 
the figure which is eligible to 
vote in the forthcoming elections 
with the background being that 
the ECZ announced a population 
figure of 9 million as being eligible 
while other stakeholders in the 
election process floated the figure 
of 7.2 million, Musepa said the 
47 percent age structure was 
applied to all projected district 
populations and aggregated to 
come up with an estimate of 
8,414,839 eligible voters.
Musepa has admitted that 
there was limited engagement 
between the agency and ECZ 
on this matter.
Meanwhile, the ECZ has revised 
its targeted number of voters 
to 8.4 million, according to 
latest data provided by the 
Zambia Statistics Agency, 
which is 600,000 short of the 
commission’s earlier target of 
registering 9 million voters.
And the ECZ has extended the 
voter registration process for 
four more days to run from 
Thursday 17th December to 
Sunday 20th December 2020.
Meanwhile, the ECZ has 
announced that 6.4 million 
voters have so far registered in 
the just ended voter registration 
exercise.
ECZ Chief Electoral Officer 
Patrick Nshindano who 
announced the developments 
at a media briefing this afternoon 
said the extension has also been 
extended to correctional facilities 
where 11,359 voters have been 
registered against the targeted 
16,000.
Nshindano said the registered 
voters so far represents a 76.1% 
of the 8.4 million eligible voters 
and has urged people to take 

advantage of the extension period 
and register as there will be no 
further extension after Sunday 
because all considerations have 
been made and there is no need 

to further eat into the elections 
calendar which is tight.

(Phoenixnews.)

3Echo Report

Introduction:
A vacancy exists for an ECG 
Technician/Respiratory Therapy Technician 
based at Life Gaborone Private Hospital, 
reporting to the Nursing Manager.   Ensures 
proper patient care by performing all 
electrocardiograms upon physician order.

Critical Outputs:
Performs and assists with 
electrocardiograms, cardiac stress tests, 
24-hour Holter Monitors, and 
electroencephalograms. Reviews recording 
for quality and clarity. 
Maintains ECG equipment, supplies, and 
reports problems to the supervisor. 
Provides respirator treatment and 
rehabilitation of patients with chronic and 
acute diseases of the heart and lungs
All duties are performed taking into account 
the individual patient’s special physical, 
mental or age-related needs.
Patient charting and compiling patients 
reports
Assists with evaluation of clinical data,
Performs pulmonary function testing and 
developing respiratory care plans in liaison 
with Medical Doctors 
Monitors ECG for abnormal patterns as 
evidenced by direct observation.
Inputs information into machine and mark 
tracings to indicate positions of chest 
electrodes as evidenced by direct 
observation.
Maintains adequate supply of paper and ink 
in machine as evidenced by direct 
observation.
Sends reports to physicians and files 
inpatient reports with the department.
Inspects cardiology equipment to ensure it 
is functioning correctly. Reports all 
malfunctions to the Clinical Engineer.
Performs other duties as may be assigned.

 ECG Technician/Respiratory
 Therapy Technician  
 Life Gaborone Private Hospital

Requirements:
Diploma in ECG/Respiratory Therapy
Degree will be an added advantage
3-5 years relevant experience
Excellent basic computer skills (Microsoft 
Office).
Understanding of the private healthcare 
industry.

Competencies:
Customer Responsiveness
Problem Solving and Analysis*
Practical Execution*
Communication*
Knowledge Management
Rule Orientation*
Research Skills
Ethical Behaviour
Resilience

Closing date:
Interested candidates who meet the 
requirements are invited to apply by 
forwarding an application letter and a full 
comprehensive CV by 5th January 2020 
addressed to:  

Human Resources Manager
Private Bag BR130
Gaborone
Tel: +267 368 5605
Email: careers.gaborone@lifehealthcare.co.za
 
Please consider your application as unsuccessful 
if you do not receive any feedback within 2 weeks 
from the closing date of this position advertised.   
Only short listed candidates will be responded to.

Internal candidates are requested their 
applications with their line manager prior to 
applying.  

Life Healthcare is an Equal Opportunity 
Employer.   

Zambia statistical Agency Zambia statistical Agency 
estimates 8.4 million estimates 8.4 million 
voters in 2021 elections voters in 2021 elections 
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African governments should 
have a fresh look at agriculture. 
This involves embracing 
technology (information 
technology, mechanical and 
biotechnology) and also private 
sector partnerships. There 
also needs to be confidence in 
the citizenry to manage their 
land parcels. This will involve 
the granting of title deeds or 
tradable long-term leases in 
various African countries. And 
in the case of better seeds, the 
evidence from South Africa is 
there for many countries to 
observe and learn.

The economic recovery from 
the pandemic therefore presents 
an opportunity for governments 
to explore available technologies 
that could help in the registration 
of land rights. These include 
global positioning systems, 
mapping and blockchain 
technologies.

This will help solve disputes 
and also with the tradability 
of land rights. This process 
can be piloted on agricultural 
land. The proper recording 
and confirmation of land rights 
will encourage individual 
entrepreneurs to invest in their 
farmland and thereby trigger the 
commercialisation and growth 
of the agricultural sector.

There are also examples 
of technologies that various 
countries could use to document 
land. Examples include the use 
of drones in India, and aerial 
photography in Rwanda. This 
would help change the troubling 
statistic that roughly 90% of rural 
land in Africa is not formally 
documented.

How would you envisage 
overcoming the concern that 

ambitious rights formalisation 
and documentation strategies tend 
to extinguish secondary rights, 
often held by women?

 
The overall intention is to 

ensure formalisation of land 
rights, with the objective of 
attracting investments in the 
agricultural sector and unlocking 
its potential.

Africa has, indeed, a history 
of disadvantaging women on 
land matters. Any strategy for 
the formalisation of land rights 
will have to be well thought out 
and transparent. The aim should 
be to ensure that there isn’t bias 
towards men and politically 
connected individuals as has 
been observed in land reform 
cases in South Africa.

Are you perhaps placing too 
much faith in technology?

 
To date, South Africa is the only 

country in sub-Saharan Africa 
that has embraced biotechnology. 
This is primarily because it is the 
only country in the region that 
has adopted the use of genetically 
engineered cotton, maize and 
soybean seeds. Other countries 
that have done so include the 
US, Brazil and Argentina. In 
these countries, the use of the 
genetically engineered seeds has 
seen lower insecticide use, more 
environmentally friendly tillage 
practices and improvements in 
crop yields.

How productive is sub-Saharan 
African agriculture relative to other 
regions of the world? What can be 
done to improve yields?

 
There is compelling evidence 

of the increase in yields within 
the sub-Saharan Africa region. 
Consider South Africa. It 
produces about 16% of sub-
Saharan Africa maize, according 
to the International Grains 
Council. But it uses a relatively 
small area of land – an average 
of 2.5 million hectares since 
2010. In contrast, countries such 
as Nigeria planted 6.5 million 
hectares in the same production 
season but only harvested 11 
million tonnes of maize. Nigeria’s 
output equates to 15% of the 
sub-Saharan region’s maize 
production.

South Africa began planting 
genetically engineered maize 
seeds in the 2001/02 season. 
Before its introduction, average 
maize yields were around 2.4 
tonnes per hectare. That has 
now increased to an average 
of 5.9 tonnes per hectare as of 
the 2019/20 production season.

Meanwhile, the sub-Saharan 

Africa region’s maize yields 
remain negligible, averaging 
below 2.0 tonnes per hectare.

While yields are also influenced 
by improved germplasm (enabled 
by non-GM biotechnology) 
and improved low- and 
no-till production methods 
(facilitated through herbicide 
tolerant GM technology), other 
benefits include labour savings, 
reduced insecticide use, and 
improved weed and pest control. 
These labour-saving benefits, 
also for small-scale livelihood 
farmers, were also observed in 
a research study in the KwaZulu 
Natal province of South Africa.

Other countries like Kenya and 
Nigeria are increasingly field-
testing genetically engineered 
crops. They should accelerate 
the process, and when it meets 
their scientific standards, should 
embark on commercialisation 
as part of the recovery from the 
economic slump caused by the 

pandemic.
Each country will have its 

domestic regulatory process 
which safeguards consumers 
and farmers. But these need not 
be too prohibitive to the extent 
that they disadvantage farmers. A 
case in point is Zimbabwe, where 
the importation of genetically 
engineered maize has recently 
been permitted but planting by 
domestic farmers is prohibited.

But high yield – that is the 
amount produced per unit area 
– typically means high input 
costs, which is one reason why 
small-scale farmers’ uptake of 
these technologies is limited. 
Also, won’t the emergence of 
larger and more commercially 
oriented and technologically 
capable African farmers result 
in agriculture absorbing less 
and less labour?

Africa’s smallholder farmers 
will generally struggle to access 
some technologies because of 
the associated costs. But if the 
goal is to ensure that the African 
continent can compete globally 
with the likes of the US, Brazil 
and Argentina, among others, 
then the focus should be on 
commercialisation of farmers and 
encourage the economies of scale 
on the continent. There have 
to be trade-offs. These include 
job losses in certain subsectors 
such as grains as farmers would 
be adopting more technologies.

But there are potential gains 
in other subsectors such as 
horticulture. If supported 
and developed to scale, these 
could create large numbers 
of jobs. Again, a case in point 
is South Africa, where there 
were job losses in field crops but 
horticulture created many jobs.

The key is to ensure job 
mobility so that people can 
progressively move to higher 
paying jobs in agro-processing 
and other subsectors.

In sum, this is not to mean 
we should move away from 
smallholder farming per se. We 
need a mixed farming system. 
Where conditions allow, 
commercialisation at large scale 
should be encouraged. This is 
precisely the case in Brazil, where 
there is a mixed farming system. 

(TheConversation.)

How sub-Saharan Africa can rethink 
its approach to agriculture
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President Edgar Lungu has 
announced that the government 
has embarked on a deliberate 
strategy to acquire more shares 
in mining companies.

The head of state was however 
quick to mention that this 
process is not a nationalization 
process of mines.

Speaking when he launched the  
Economic recovery programme-
ERP- for the period 2020 to 
2023 in Lusaka on Thursday 
morning, President Lungu said 
this is aimed at cutting down on 
negative effects of exploitative 
mining investors who do 
business and make money in 
Zambia and leave the country 
empty handed.

He said some mining investors 
have taken advantage of Zambia 
for long time and have ruined the 
mineral resources adding that 
this will no longer be tolerated 
going forward.

The head of State has indicated 
that it is time for Zambia to take 
charge and control its destiny.

Meanwhile,  Pres ident 
Lungu said his government 
through the launched ERP 
with support of cooperating 
partners is determined to restore 
Zambia’s Economic growth 
as it is strategically focused 
on restoring growth and 
safeguarding livelihoods through 
microeconomic stability, 
economic diversification and 
debt sustainability.

(Phoenixnews.)

Lungu announces 
strategy to 
acquire shares 
in mining 
companies

Echo Report

Step up and shine with the world’s leading 
diamond company and jewellery brand

 IT’S TIME TO MAKE YOUR MARK 
IN THE WORLD OF DIAMONDS

# S L A 2 0 2 0 / 2 1

Twitter: @ShiningLightAwd         Facebook: shininglightsawardswww.shininglightsawards.com

‘‘ President Lungu 
said this is aimed 
at cutting down 
on negative effects 
of exploitative 
mining investors 
who do business 
and make money in 
Zambia and leave 
the country empty 
handed.
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Geo Park Holdings (PTY) LTD 
is a LEA assisted enterprise based 
in Pandamatenga. Directed 
by       Mr. Moshe and Mrs. 
Esther Mabuta, the business 
manufactures concrete products 
such as bricks (4.5 & 6 inch), 
pavers and stock bricks. After 
realizing that there was shortage 
of building materials in the Chobe 
region, Mr. and Mrs. Mabuta 
set up this business in order to 
address this challenge. 

Geo Park registered with LEA 
in 2018 as a business idea and was 
assisted to develop a business 

plan and access funding to start 
the project. LEA went ahead to 
hand-hold the business to source 
relevant machinery needed for 
operations, and train Geo Park 
employees on health and safety. 
This training was necessary to 
equip employees with skills 
on handling and operating 
machinery. In addition, LEA 
facilitated the product testing 
and certification process, which 
is in progress. 

As a LEA assisted enterprise, 
Geo Park Holdings continues to 
benefit from other LEA services 

that include among others 
business advisory, coaching, 
on-site monitoring as well as 
mentoring services. Through 
LEA business development and 
support services, the business 
has grown and supplies various 
markets in and around the Chobe 
region. 

Currently the business has 
ten (10) full time employees 
and engages temporary workers 
during peak periods.  

“We are really grateful and 
jubilant on how LEA has stood 
behind us all the way from the 

beginning until today. I won’t 
shy away from saying to fellow 
citizens: LEA is there to help 
us, if you want your business to 
thrive knock on LEA doors for 
assistance.” said Mrs. Mabuta.

Contact number: 
77020703

Email: mwale.
chunga@yahoo.com

 GEO Park Holdings  GEO Park Holdings 
(Pty) LTD(Pty) LTD

• Register your business at 
the nearest LEA branch.

•
 

Fill the application form.

• LEA assesses application 
for compliance.

•
 

LEA recommends the 
proposal to CEDA for 
funding.

• CEDA assesses 
recommendation from 
LEA.

• Client pays contribution.
• CEDA directly pays 

service providers.

 LEA monitors 
implementation of 
service and the entire 
project.

REGISTRATION ASSESSMENT FUNDING

Empowering the entrepreneur to start and grow their business

PROJECT
FACILITATION

FUND

•

•

ARTICLE BROUGHT 
TO YOU BY LEA
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Digital classifieds group in sub-
Saharan Africa, Ringier One Africa 
Media (Roam Africa) has released 
three new labour market reports, 
which reveal the effects Covid-19 
has had on the African jobs market. 
The reports, published today, also 
identify the most in-demand 
jobs across Nigeria, Ghana and 
Kenya, are transactional sales 
roles. Other insights and analysis 
will help employers and jobseekers 
across the continent to navigate 
the new employment landscape.

With job cuts, furlough 
extensions and new working habits 
developing across the continent, 
many employers and jobseekers 
are looking for guidelines to 
help them understand where 
opportunities are available and 
how to prepare for the future of 
work. The Impact of Covid-19 Job 
Reports, which were compiled by 
Jobberman (Ghana and Nigeria) 
and Brighter Monday (Kenya), 
explore factors such as trending 
industries/sectors, trending roles, 
trending skills, trending salaries/
benefits, major trends caused by 
Covid-19 and job market trends 
and forecasts for Nigeria, Ghana 
and Kenya.

The reports are based on 
information from the databases 
of the jobs platforms - with 
more than 24 million combined 
job applications and more than 
100,000 registered employers 
- external research and insight 
from external business leaders.

According to the reports, Sales 
roles in Nigeria, Ghana and Kenya 
are the most sought-after, with 
15%, 4% and 13% of job postings 
in each market respectively 
between January and August 
2020. IT and Telecoms was the 
top industry with the most job 
postings in Ghana and Nigeria, 
12% and 16% respectively, while 
the Government had the most 
job postings in Kenya with 15%. 
Customer Service and Support was 
the most declining job function in 
Ghana and Nigeria, with 2% and 
5% respectively; and Management 
and Business Development was 
the most declining job function 
in Kenya with 4%. Companies 
in all three countries are hiring 
more professionals with mid-
level experience to fill their 
hiring activities than any other 
experience level, although not as 
much as they did last year.

Despite a decline in hiring in 
some industries, the reports 
predict a rise in demand for certain 
skills post-Covid, as companies 
prepare to address the challenges 
brought about by the pandemic. 
The reports predict that hard skills 
such as digital and coding skills, 
data analytics and literacy and 
problem solving skills, as well 
as soft skills such as adaptability 
and agility, emotional intelligence 

and critical thinking are the skills 
companies are hiring for right now.

There is also a change in how 
employers view compensation 
with mental health and wellness 
benefits, flex pay and childcare 
support more prominent in 

compensation packages. Virtual 
recruitment, remote working and 
the acceleration of technology 
adoption are some of the other 
major trends caused by Covid-19.

Commenting on the findings 
of the report, Hilda Kragha, 

managing director of Roam Africa 
Jobs, said, “These reports not 
only highlight the impact of the 
pandemic, but also serves as a 
guide for all employers to assess 
how they deal with change. The 
pandemic has undoubtedly caused 

a number of challenges, but some 
of the changes it has brought 
are quite exciting, because they 
offer the potential for dynamic 
transformations. As we assess 
and plan for the future, business 
leaders, HR practitioners and 
policymakers will have to work 
together to develop effective 
solutions that will make them 
better equipped for the future 
and create a better workplace for 
both employers and employees

. (Bizcommunity.)

Impact of Covid-19 on African Impact of Covid-19 on African 
jobs market - reportjobs market - report
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By Emmanuel Allottey

China is currently Africa’s 
largest trading partner and 
with the implementation of 
the new African Continental 
Free Trade Agreement (AfCFTA) 
from January 1, 2021 this stands 
to change. 

The AfCFTA brings together 
54 African countries with 
a combined gross domestic 
product of more than $3,4 

trillion with the objective 
of creating opportunities to 
accelerate intra-Africa trade, 
grow local businesses, create 
jobs and increase infrastructure 
development on the continent. 

According to reports, trade 
between China and Africa fell by 
14% to $41 billion in the first three 
months of 2020 compared to the 
same period in 2019, albeit due 
to the impact of the coronavirus 
on manufacturing output. The 
deterioration in economic 

activity in African economies 
has led to the introduction of 
policies and interventions to 
nurture and develop domestic 
manufacturing. 

African businesses have 
benefited from the low-cost 
import of manufactured goods 
from China, allowing them 
to cut their expenses as well 
as inputs in their production 
process. African producers 
have exploited the advantage 
of low-cost Chinese inputs in 

their production process. 
However, with the removal 

of tariffs from 90% of goods, 
al lowing free access  to 
commodities, goods, and 
services across the continent 
through the AfCFTA will redefine 
the competitive advantage of 
importing from China and open 
the opportunity to source and 
manufacture at a pan-African 
scale. Furthermore, African 
governments are implementing 
programmes to build and 

support SMME participation in 
the manufacturing value chain 
for purposes of localization.

China’s trade agreements with 
Africa has been through different 
vehicles some include; Bilateral 
Investment Treaties (BIT), Double 
Tax Treaties (DTA) and most 
recently through the Belt & 
Road Initiative (BRI). The BRI 
represents a global framework 
for economic integration that 
could dramatically reduce the 
costs of moving goods, services 
and people across borders while 
making possible multi-country 
production networks across its 
land and sea corridors.

China’s burgeoning trade 
and investment with Africa 
is unbalanced with a large 
c o n c e n t r a t i o n  p i v o t e d 
towards certain sectors of the 
economy and nations with high 
natural resources specifically 
commodities like oil, copper. 
The impact of the COVID-19 
pandemic on commodity prices 
has led to African nations 
reviewing their reliance on 
commodities and accelerating 
economic diversification 
initiatives to build a resilient 
economy.   

African nations are at 
crossroads, on one hand the 
coronavirus pandemic has 
created an unprecedented 
economic decline threatening 
to reverse years of progress and 
on the other the AfCFTA creating 
new opportunities which will 
redefine the next chapter in 
trade agreements with China. 

By Emmanuel Allottey

Technology and Digital adoption 
has underpinned majority of 
financial interactions in Africa 
due to COVID-19. National 
lockdowns, social distancing 
and the misconception that the 
coronavirus can be transmitted 
through cash has fuelled the pivot 
towards digital financial activity. 
Personal finance applications 

(Apps) on smartphones, laptop 
and desktop computers are 
proving to be simple, reliable, 
and practical ways to manage 
finances. These Apps equip 
users with the tools to decrease 
indebtedness, increase savings 
and investment options to grow 
personal net worth. 

Here are the top 5 Apps to 
assist in managing personal 
finances.

Piggybank: Piggybank is 

a free personal finance app 
that leverages on childhood 
references to a real piggy bank. 
This online platform simply 
wants to help you recover the 
saving habit that you might 
have lost while you were busy 
growing up. Th app allows 
only one FREE withdraw at 
set withdrawal dates; there 
are only 4 withdrawal dates 
per year. The only drawback is 
This savings app works only in 

Nigeria. 
Good Budget: The assists in 

categorises expenses into digital 
envelopes. Eery time money is 
spent or received, simply log into 
your Good Budget account and 
enter your transactions to see 
how they affect your budget. The 
app even lets you break down 
your budget by expense and 
view personalized reports. This 
app is rated as one of the best 
budgeting apps in the world. 

22seven: This app makes 
tracks income and expenses. 
It provides an automatic 
personalized budget breakdown, 
and a detailed overview of daily, 
weekly, and monthly spending. 
The application allows for the 
investment of money in this app 
at a tax-free rate, and it’s done 
totally online. Disappointingly 
this app is available only in 
South Africa.

Banking Apps: Financial 
institutions are under enormous 
pressure to deliver value to their 
clients through technology 
and have invested heavily in 
their digital banking apps. The 
banking apps that track personal 
cashflow and offer personalised 
financial solutions including 
savings, investments and asset 
facilities are delivering more 
value to clients. 

Credit Bureau Apps: through 
credit bureau apps individuals 
can check their credit history 
and receive a credit report 
with tips on how to improve it. 
With the increasing reliance of 
Financial Institutions on credit 
bureau reports it is beneficial 
to keep abreast of credit score 
changes. 

As the new year approaches 
individuals are looking for 
tools to improve how they 
save and budget their money. 
The adoption of personal 
finance apps will support 
the management of personal 
finances. Download an App now!

Tips to protect your Finances from Tips to protect your Finances from 
fraud this Holiday Seasonfraud this Holiday Season

COVID-19 Impact in Africa: COVID-19 Impact in Africa: 
hardest hit Industrieshardest hit Industries
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One of Africa’s leading Safari 
Operator, Wilderness Safaris 
recently completed its fourth 
cycle of Covid-19 food relief 
donations to Botswana’s rural 
communities in the greater 
Ngamiland areas and settlements 
in the Central Kalahari Game 
Reserve. These are communities 
living in the peripheries of areas 
that the operator conducts its 
business.
Despite being in one of the most 
hard-hit sectors of economy, 
the operator has since the 
beginning of the pandemic 
donated constantly to these 
communities, during this 
last donation, the Wilderness 
Safaris team and their partners 
traverse the area from Sankuyo, 
Shorobe, Tubu, Habu, Seronga, 
Gunotsoga, Eretsha, Beetsha to 
Gudigwa in the Okavango. 
The gruelling exercise saw the 
Wilderness team, led by the 
Community Liaison Officer Lesh 
Moiteeela and managing Director 
Kim Nixon donate food hampers 
to over 1000 beneficiaries in the 

Okavango area, and another 
more than 500 in other areas. 
The exercise involved official food 
hand over to the village Dikgosi 
at the Kgotlas, which would 
then be followed by the physical 
deliveries to the homesteads of 
the beneficiaries. Team members 
would then drive through the 
village to drop off the hampers 
at the doorsteps of beneficiaries, 
an exercise that would take 3 to 
4 hours in unforgiving weather.
And, in a rare feat of dedication 
and passion the team was efficient 
in the exercise, doing atleast 
2 villages a day and handing 
about 200 hampers, mostly in 
the scotching heat. According 
to Nixon, the company will 
make another food donation 
in February of next year.
He further said the donations 
were made possible through 
the company and its outreach 
globally with donors.
“This would not have been 
possible without the tremendous 
efforts and care of our funders 
Karin Frohlich, colleagues at 

Lieb Management and friends 
in Germany as well as our 
Chairman’s Foundation,” Nixon 
said.
Meanwhile Dikgosi in all the 
villages that the donation team 
went to expressed gratitude to 
the gesture as it would relief 
their people from hunger that 
has been exacerbated by the 
pandemic lock downs.
The food donations are not the 

only commitment the company 
is doing for these communities. 
There  i s  a lso  the  local 
conservation farming project 
that aims to mitigate human-
wildlife conflict and generate 
income for community members 
of the Okavango Community 
Trust (OCT) villages adjacent to 
the Vumbura Concession. Since 
early 2019, and then launched 
in February 2020, together with 

Ecoexist and the Ministry of 
Agricultural Development and 
Food Security, Department of 
Crop Production, Wilderness 
Safaris has been assisting the 
farmers with guidance on the 
development of communal plots 
into cluster farms to produce 
staples such as beans, maize, 
millet and sorghum.

Wilderness Safaris feeds Botswana’s rural Wilderness Safaris feeds Botswana’s rural 
communities amidst the pandemiccommunities amidst the pandemic
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Online shopping is convenient 
and easy, and as consumers 
become more tech-savvy, 
more people are turning to this 
alternative way of purchasing 
goods and services. With the 
advent of COVID-19, there 
has been a surge in the use of 
digital platforms for online 
transactions. This increase in 
online shopping has also made 
it easy for cyber criminals to 
take advantage of unsuspecting 
shoppers. 

Below are some Do’s and 
Don’ts on how to shop while 
ensuring the customer’s card 
security:

DO your homework. Take 
time to research the website 

and its policies before entering 
your Credit card information.

DON’T buy from spammers. 
Be careful of sites inviting you 
to buy products at discounted 
prices as they could possibly 
be a scam.

Do contact the seller if this 
is your first purchase. Most 
reputable e-sellers have a toll-
free customer service phone 
number. 

DO buy from a website that 
has encryption. This feature 
automatically codes your 
personal data when it’s entered. 
The URL should start with 
“HTTPS”, “HTTP” is not secure. 
Also locate the “Padlock” icon 
to verify a secure connection. 

DON’T buy from a web site 
you are not comfortable with.  
“If it looks too good to be true, 
it probably is.”

DO use computer security 
software. Update your software 
regularly. This will reduce the 
risk of contracting a virus or 
some other form of malware.

DON’T forget to inspect your 
new purchase as soon as it 
arrives. If you find a problem, 
notify the seller as soon as 
possible. 

D O  c h e c k  y o u r  c a r d 
statements.  Check your 
statements regularly for any 
transaction abnormalities.

*This is an educational piece from 
Stanbic Bank, Botswana

--

Online Online 
Shopping Dos Shopping Dos 
And Don’tsAnd Don’ts

‘‘“If it looks too 
good to be true, it 
probably is.”
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“Mombo is a premier Camp 
and certainly a flagship of 
Wilderness Safaris. It is a source 
of great pride for us. It is a camp 
that has become synonymous 
in Africa for extremely good 
game viewing, impeccable 
service, finest quality meals and 
superior accommodation.”
Last  week,  Echo Travel 
and Tourism had the rare 
opportunity to visit Mombo 
Camp in the Okavango Delta. 

After a gruelling Wilderness 
Safaris  Food Donation exercise 
to 6 villages in the Okavango, 
which we had joined for the 
week, Wilderness Safaris 
Managing Director Kim Nixon 
invited us over to Mombo for 
a night before proceeding to 
Maun. 
A quick helicopter flight from 
Eretsha Village to Mombo, 
presented to us how the Delta 
was doing in terms of water 

levels. From here we could 
appreciate that the water levels 
have gone down and that the 
wetland was not in its best 
shape. However, as would be 
expected the wildflife sightings 
from the air was just amazing, 
an indication of good things 
awaiting us on the ground.
The mention of Mombo to every 
traveller both in Botswana and 
internationally arouses the 
desire to at some point visit 
this wildlife rich area with its 
habitat diversity that gives one 
a complete Safari experience in 
the Okavango Delta. 
For the longest time, it has 
been known as the ‘Land of 
Plenty,’ owning to its large 
concentration of wildlife, which 
offers the finest game viewing 
areas in Africa.
According Nixon, the place 
derives its name from a local 
word ‘Ishimombo’ which 
means a pit of fire that regularly 
burns to the north of the area, 
creating some residue into the 
water flowing down to the area. 
The residue is then deposited 
on the island resulting in 
some nutritious vegetation 
that attracts all the herbivores 
which the attracts predators.
“Mombo is a premier Camp 
and certainly a flagship of 
Wilderness Safaris. It is a source 
of great pride for us. It is a camp 
that has become synonymous 
in Africa for extremely good 
game viewing, impeccable 
service, finest quality meals and 
superior accommodation.”
Wilderness Safaris’ Mombo 
Camp does complement this 
rich wildlife diversity, as an 
iconic facility that brings nature 
in collision with luxury.
Like previously stated, Mombo 
is quite revered across the globe 

for this rare product, and it is 
the pride of not just Wilderness 
Safaris, but for tourism in 
Botswana. It is one of the well 
packaged eco-tourism export 
to Africa and the world.
Back to  our  sojourn to 
Mombo…..probably as a way 
to welcome us to this land of 
many, we had a herd of giraffes 
gleefully watching our landing 
onto the Mombo heli-pad. 
Driving into camp was a blissful 
experience, resident game 
lingering around camp, and 
on final approach is the iconic 
wooden bridge that leads one 
into Mombo Camp.
The staff was just amazing in 
welcoming us in Camp. The 
service here is impeccable. 
This facility, which was 
refurbished a few years ago 
to the tune of over P120 
million, stands out as the best, 

atleast amongst the one we 
have visited. The main area, 
which usually is the face of 
the Camp, is a grandeur of 
marvel, artistically woven and 
furnished to give the visitor 
the relaxation and tranquil 
needed after long travel. The 
main area also sits before an 
expansive floodplain that 
gives one undoubted views of 
untapped nature, and fantastic 
sunsets.
While still wowed by the main 
area, we were taken into our 
room, and this was the climax 
– to which we were totally 
blown away. The Mombo room 
is arguably the best, without a 
match in Botswana.
The rooms here have the 
kitchenette and lounge area, 
the sleeping area with its 
working space that boast of 
iPads, allowing one access to all 
the information about Mombo, 
cellphone and laptop charging 
points. This gives the visitor an 
opportunity to connect with 
the outside world. 
Then there is the bathrooms and 
the dressing area – a beautiful 
bathtub is the standout of this 
area, with a shower and another 
one outside.
Outside the room is beautifully 
set outdoor relaxation area 
with a swimming pool, outside 
shower and couches to enjoy 
the wildlife in the floodplain 
that is before the rooms.
The finishings of the rooms, 
the views, the serenity, and 
the personalised service all 
make this facility a must visit 
for one to truly enjoy nature 
and at the same time getting 
the necessary rest that is purely 
therapeutic.
We later got into a light 
afternoon game drive, which 
was eventful as would be 
expected, great sightings. A 
sundowner was inevitable 
before heading back to camp 
for a sumptuous dinner and a 
night by the fireplace. 
Our short stay at Mombo gave a 
perfect insight to the many that 
the land has to offer, a jewel in 
the Okavango Delta, a wetland 
that is a World Heritage Site.

Echo Travel’s Pick of the year!Echo Travel’s Pick of the year!
Mombo - The Place of Plenty Mombo - The Place of Plenty 
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IN THE HIGH COURT OF THE REPUBLIC OF BOTSWANA
HELD AT GABORONE

In the matter between:

STIEGEL MEYER AFRICA (PTY) LTD                           Plainti� 

and

CROSS SWORDS (PTY) LTD t/a MEDRONIX            Defendant

NOTICE OF SALE IN EXECUTION

DATED AT GABORONE ON THIS 14th DAY OF DECEMBER 2020

    

 

BE PLEASED TO TAKE NOTICE THAT pursuant to the Judgment granted by the above 
Honourable Court the following property will be sold by DEPUTY SHERIFF OMPHEMETSE 
PETER KAISARA by public auction to the highest bidder as follows:

DATE OF SALE:  27th January 2020  
VENUE:                          Broadhurst Police Station     
TIME:                          10:30 am

TERMS OF SALE:  Cash or bank guaranteed cheques

PROPERTY TO BE SOLD:   Samsung Monitor, 3 Seater Steel Sofa, LG CPU, Canon Photocopier,
 Samsung Monitor, Lenovo CPU, Steel Cabinet, HP Printer, Samsung CPU, Lenovo CPU,
 RCT UPS, 3 O�ce Chair, 2 O�ce Tables, 10 Piece Boardroom Set, 3 O�ce Chairs,
 Mac Afric Trolley Jack, Defy Fridge, Defy Microwave, Russel Hobbs Kettle, 3 O�ce Chairs, 
Sama CPU, Steel Cabinet, HP Monitor, Paper Cutter, Binding Machine, 4 O�ce Chairs,
 HP Printer, Dell CPU & Monitor, Dell Laptop, 2 O�ce Desk, Samsung Monitor, 4 O�ce Chairs,
 B660 AYI White Utility Chevrolet

HONOURABLE JUSTICE MOTSWAGOLE

CASE NO. CVHGB-001964-19

Deputy Sheri� Omphemetse kaisara
Tel: 3973799/72195113

c/o RAHIM KHAN & COMPANY
      Plainti�’s Attorneys

   O�ce # 1, Plot 50362
      Showgrounds O�ce Park

      P O Box 1884, Gaborone
      Tel. No. 3188988/9

      Fax No. 3188951/990
      E-mail: gnanyaro@rahimkhan.co.bw

 [GAN/sm/STI2/0002]

IN THE HIGH COURT OF THE REPUBLIC OF BOTSWANA
HELD AT GABORONE 

In the matter between:

BARCLAYS BANK OF BOTSWANA LIMITED          Plainti�

and

CAPRI BAKERY (PTY) LTD        1st Defendant

KAGO ASHLEY PHETLHU       2nd Defendant
 
SOUTHERN HOLDINGS PTY LTD        3rd Defendant 

NOTICE OF SALE IN EXECUTION

DATED AT GABORONE ON THIS 16TH DAY OF DECEMBER  2020.

    

 

BE PLEASED TO TAKE NOTICE THAT pursuant to the judgment of the above Honourable 
Court, the following will be sold by auction by Deputy Sheri� Nonofo Mabina to the 
highest bidder as follows:-

DATE OF SALE:                 5TH  FEBRUARY  2021  
VENUE:                         Lot 54183, Gaborone and Lot 54184, Gaborone      
TIME:                          10:30 hours
SITUATE                        : Gaborone Administrative District
MEASURING                      : 4325m2 (Four Thousand Three Hundred and Twenty Five 
                                                  Square Meters). 

TERMS OF SALE:  Cash or bank guaranteed cheques

PROPERTY TO BE SOLD:  Lot 54183, Gaborone and Lot 54184, Gaborone, in the Gaborone 
                          Administrative District held  under Deed of Transfer
                                                 Number 835/96 dated 4th day of November 1996 made in   favour 
                                of SOUTHERN HOLDINGS (PROPRIETARY) LIMITED together with 
                                                Developments thereon comprises of warehouse  with eight o�ce
                                                spaces, female toilets and male toilets.
CONDITIONS OF SALE :  Conditions of sale will be viewed at the Deputy Sheri� 
                                                Nonofo Mabina’s O�ce,  

CASE NO: CVHGB-003421-19

DEPUTY SHERIFF NONOFO MABINA 
CONTACTS: 3912734 /71657100 /73280689

    C/O:  MINCHIN & KELLY (BOTSWANA)
    The Fields Precinct, Lot 54349 CBD, 

    O�ce Block B, 3rd Floor
    P O Box 1339

GABORONE  
(FR/BTM/1020083)

ADVERTISE 
WITH

 US CALL
3933805/6

THE AFRICAN STORY
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The countdown to the first 
FIFA World Cup ™ to be staged 
in the Middle East continues. 
Today, Friday 18 December 
2020, marks exactly two years 
before the Final of the FIFA 
World Cup Qatar 2022 ™, a 
game every Qatari would love 

to see Al-Annabi contest.
Far-fetched as that dream 

might seem, a quick search of 
the history books reveals that, 
1981, Qatar did reach a global 
final - at the FIFA World Youth 
Championship in Australia - 
only to lose to West Germany.

Qatar qualified for the 
knockout phase as runners-
up in Group A, having beaten 
Poland, drawn with USA and 
lost to Uruguay. In the quarter-
finals, they beat Brazil, led by 
Julio Cesar and Josimar, 3-2 
thanks to a hat-trick from 

midfielder Khalid Salman.
In an exclusive interview, 

Salman spoke about Qatar’s 
impressive campaign at that 
tournament. “Good planning, 
a quality squad, and the 
outstanding leadership of 
our Brazilian coach Evaristo 
de Macedo all played an 
i m p o r t a n t  r o l e  i n  o u r 
distinguished performance 
at that tournament,” he said.

“A solid programme was put 
in place for that squad, whose 
objective was to represent Qatar 
in the best way possible. But as 
we progressed from one round 
to the next, we grew more and 
more hopeful, especially as 
we weren’t just representing 
Qatar, but Arab and Asian 
football as well,” he added.

In the semi-final, Qatar 
beat England 2-1, a victory 
that was beyond the players’ 
wildest dreams. However, in 
the decider they suffered an 
emphatic 4-0 defeat against a 
West German side led by Ralf 
Loose, who scored a brace 
that day.

Salman recalled the historic 
triumph over England and 
talked about that final, which 
he thinks Qatar could have won 
had it not been for Sydney’s 
weather conditions at that 
time. “If it weren’t for the 
rain, Qatar would have won,” 
he insisted.

“We didn’t expect to beat 
England, one of the tournament 
favourites. However, the 
morale in the squad, as well 
as the confidence we’d gained 

from previous games, led us 
to believe we could win and 
prove that we were in the final 
on merit, not luck.

Speaking of the final, Salman 
said: “We had as good a chance 
as Germany, but the weather 
conditions on the day before 
the match didn’t help us; we 
couldn’t have our training 
session on the pitch because 
of the amount of water on it.

“We weren’t used to playing 
in rainy conditions, which 
made things very difficult for 
us. In fact, we had two chances 
in the first 15 minutes, but 
because of the condition of 
the pitch, we didn’t convert 
them. Honestly, had it not 
been for the rain, Qatar would 
have won,” he stressed.

Despite the country’s youth 
side reaching the World Youth 
Championship final in 1981, 
Al-Annabi’s senior team had 
to wait until 2019 to win the 
Asian Cup, an achievement 
Salman considers a source of 
pride for him and the older 
crop of players.

“I’m very proud of the 
generation that won the Asian 
Cup, because they achieved 
what we wanted to do. This 
group prevailed against top 
Asian sides like Japan, Korea 
Republic, Australia and Iran, 
and became the continent’s 
best side,” said the former 
player, who currently works 
as a football pundit.

But can Al-Annabi repeat 
that success and make the 
FIFA World CupTM Final in 
two years’ time? “The World 
Cup will be a different story,” 
Salman said, adding: “We must 
be realistic because we’re not 
better than football powers 
like Brazil, Germany, the 
Netherlands, England and 
France.”

“It’s possible that our side 
will get good results and go 
beyond the group stage, which 
would be an achievement in 
itself. But honestly, we haven’t 
reached the level of the teams 
that have top players competing 
in the major leagues,” he said.

Regardless of how Al-Annabi 
fare in the finals, Salman 
believes that hosting the World 
Cup is magnificent in itself.

“Organising that mega 
sporting event and impressing 
the whole world will be an 
achievement not only for Qatar, 
but for all Arabs, as His Highness 
the Emir has said. The world-
class stadiums and the state-
of-the-art infrastructure, be 
it the metro, tunnels, bridges 
or hotels, will be a source of 
pride for Qatar and the whole 
region,” Salman explained.

“After 2022, it’ll be difficult 
for any country to organise a 
World Cup in a similar fashion. 
It’ll be an extraordinary event 
that will honour not only Qatar 
but all Arabs,” he concluded.

(Fifa.com.)

Salman: Extraordinary World Salman: Extraordinary World 
Cup will honour all ArabCup will honour all Arab
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Anthony Baffoe: “We are 
happy with what we saw”

CAF Deputy General Secretary 
(DGS) in charge of Football and 
Development Anthony Baffoe 
led the CAF inspection team to 
Cote d’Ivoire. Several experts 
assisted him, namely Director 
of Competitions Samson 
Adamu, Manager of National 
Team Competitions Ismail 
Wally, and Head of Services 
and Travel Randa Metwally. 
The team toured “the land 
of the Elephants” in early 
December 2020, to assess the 
work undertaken by the host 
country of the 2023 Total Africa 
Cup of Nations. Here’s what 
Baffoe told CAFOnline.com:

Tell us about the aspects of 
this visit?

Côte d’Ivoire is a country 
that I know very well. The visit 
was well orchestrated. We are 
very satisfied with the way the 
inspection visit went, and with 
the work done by the Local 
Organizing Committee (LOC). 
For us, infrastructure and access 
routes are very important, and 
this is what interested us in 
each city. We first landed in 
Abidjan and in the next day 
we went to Korhogo. We drove 
from for three hours Korhogo to 
Bouaké without encountering 
any problem. From Bouaké, we 
continued to Yamoussoukro. 
After Yamoussoukro, we 
returned to Abidjan where 
we spent two days.

In the capital we visited all 
the stadiums and hotels, and 
we also held a feedback meeting 
with the LOC. We also met 
the Minister of Sports. The 
delegation visited the family 
of Sidy Diallo (late President of 
the Ivorian Football Federation 
who died on 21 November) 
to show our respect for the 
illustrious deceased. This is how 
the inspection visit went. There 
are details to be perfected in 
various stages, but my message 
is clear: We are happy with what 
we saw. Meeting deadlines will 
also be important.

What about these deadlines?

We changed the specifications. 
Before,  the  del ivery  of 
infrastructure took place 6 
months before the competition. 
Now it is 12 months. And in 
the case of Côte d’Ivoire, 
most stadium deliveries are 
scheduled for mid-2021. This 
means they still have time, but it 
will allow them to organize test 
matches. I recommended that 
they set up an organizational 
chart and appoint a tournament 
director, a security chief and 
all the important operational 
people. My sentence will always 
remain the same; put the right 
people in the right place.

“Each country must have a 
model stadium.”

I also encouraged, as I 
suggested in Cameroon, the 
creation of a sports museum 
that would have legends, not 
just football ones. We have to 

tell the story to young people, 
document sports history 
especially football, which has 
a huge impact on different 
countries.

In view of the infrastructures 
which are currently under 
construction in Africa, can 
we say that Africa has taken 
a step forward in football 
development?

Yes, Africa is turning a corner. 
But what is important, once you 
build stadiums, is to have good 

people to 
manage them. The stadium 
is there for events, not just 
football. It is not a problem 
to organize political activities 
there. You just have to cover the 
pitch. A good event manager 
needs to know how to use 
stadiums.

I can organize a boxing 
match in a stadium, on the 
pitch, after covering it. How 
I will now mark the northern 
sector, the southern sector, 
etc. How am I going to decorate 
the stadium? What am I going 

to call the stadium entrances? 
For example: The 1990 Lions 
entrance, Roger Milla entrance, 
Laurent Pokou entrance? You 
see, the stadium is there to bring 
incomes in. When you have a 
stadium like Ebimpe or Japoma, 
you can play international 
games there, instead of always 
playing in France or Italy. Now 
they can also come and play 
with us. Every country must 
have a model stadium, which 
means beautiful architecture, 
a good pitch and good training 
grounds. Cafonline.

2023 Total 2023 Total 
AFCON: AFCON: Will Will 
Côte d’Ivoire Côte d’Ivoire 
be ready?be ready?


