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THE AFRICAN STORY

Covid-19 Africa Infections AcceleratingCovid-19 Africa Infections Accelerating
 –  – Reaches One Million CasesReaches One Million Cases

New infections of COVID – 
19 in Africa are showing no 
signs of slowing down, but are 
accelerating with the number 
of cases expected to cross the 
one million mark this week. The 
cases have increased by over 50 
% during the last two weeks.

In Southern Africa, one of the 
countries that has been doing 
very well in containing the virus, 
Botswana, has experience a 
sharp increase in the number 
of cases, and worryingly from 
local transmission. The new cases 
have led to government imposing 
an emergency lockdown for 14 
days in the hot spot area of the 
Greater Gaborone zone.

Elsewhere in Africa, seven 
countries in sub-Saharan Africa 
which had imposed lockdowns 
and have now started easing 
them have experienced a 20% 
jump in cases over the past two 
weeks. Some countries such 
as the Republic of the Congo 
and Morocco have had to re-
implement partial restrictions 
because of an increase in cases.

Most worrying is the numbers 
in South Africa, which currently 
has over half a million cases. 
However, only five countries 

account for about 75% of the 
cumulative COVID-19 cases – 
they are Algeria, Egypt, Ghana, 
Nigeria and South Africa. South 
Africa alone accounts for around 
half of the continent’s total cases. 
Deaths are also increasing. A 
total of 4376 new deaths were 
recorded during the last 14 days, 
representing a 22% increase from 
the previous two weeks.

In Africa collectively, at some 
point in a little more than three 
weeks, the number of cases on 
the continent almost doubled 
to 889 457, with 18 806 deaths.

“As Africa approaches one 
million cases, the continent is at a 
pivotal point,” said Dr Matshidiso 
Moeti, World Health Organization 
(WHO) Regional Director for 
Africa last week. “The virus has 
spilled out of major cities and 
spread into distant hinterlands. 
Countries need to keep apace and 
urgently decentralize their key 
response services. We can still 
stop COVID-19 from reaching 
full momentum, but the time 
to act is now.”

One of the most important 
collective responsibilities is to 
protect front line health workers, 
who are at high risk. Forty-one 

African countries have reported 
nearly 14 000 health worker 
infections. In 16 countries which 
reported health worker infections 
over the past month, nearly a 
quarter recorded an increase in 
the past two weeks compared 
with the preceding fortnight. 

Expanding the scale and quality 
of public health measures such 
as testing, contact tracing, 
isolation and care of patients 
remain central to the response, 
as well as preventing infection 
through handwashing, physical 
distancing and wearing of masks. 
Lifting of lockdowns that have 
helped to slow down the spread 
of COVID-19 should be evidence-
based, phased and targeted.

Under-reporting of cases is a 
challenge as testing for COVID-19 
in Africa remains low by global 
benchmarks, but capacity has 
expanded significantly. About 7.7 
million tests have been performed 
since February. The number 
of tests performed per 10 000 
population as of mid-July was 
below 100 in 43 countries out 
of the 54 assessed. This must 
improve.  

Although infections are on the 
rise across the continent, the 

trend is varied. Nine countries 
in sub-Saharan Africa have 
reported a decline in cases over 
the past three weeks. Gabon 
and Mauritania have made 
significant progress, with the 
time it takes for case numbers 
to double increasing. In Djibouti 
and Tunisia, very few cases have 
been reported for the last few 
weeks, and most are imported. 
In Egypt, Africa’s second most 
populous country and one of 
the hardest hit by COVID-19, a 
decline in cases has been observed 
over the last five weeks.

WHO is supporting countries 
respond to COVID-19 by 
providing technical guidance, 
crucial medical equipment 
and has remotely trained more 
than 72 000 health workers and 
partnered with regional and 
national professional associations 
to build on existing capacity. 
Through an online supply portal, 
WHO, other United Nations 
agencies and partners have also 
organized shipments of more than 
650 requests of key equipment, 
including more than 2400 oxygen 
concentrators to 47 countries in 
the region. Additional Reporting 
by (WHOafricanews.)



Echo Newspaper  03- 09 August  2020 3

 

 
 

Office Closure due to lockdown  
 
 

 
Following the reintroduction of lockdown for the Greater Gaborone zone effective midnight on 30th July 2020, we wish to assure our 
valuable clients that we continue to offer full services, having adopted remote working plans to ensure that we are able to service and 
engage our clients remotely. 
 
Alexander Forbes has heightened its operational excellence programme to implement systems and processes which will ensure that 
our business can continue to operate during this period and we have tested them extensively. 
 
As a trusted partner, we stand with you through this challenging period. These challenges may be heightened especially in times of 
economic downturns and crisis.   
 
Alexander Forbes Botswana will continue to use existing channels to keep all informed during this difficult time. We will also amplify our 
messages through our social media pages which you can follow. You can continue to communicate with us as you normally would 
using electronic channels – email and telephone. 
 
Members are encouraged to use our online Platform, AFONLINE, to access our services, view records such as Benefit statements and 
other Financial tools, by logging on to www.afonline.co.za. Issues experienced from the use of this platform should be routed through 
the email address below.  
 

 
 

 

Please contact us on the following platforms for more information; 
 

Telephone: +267 365 1901 or +267 365 1948 
Email: enquiries.botswana@aforbes.com 

Website: www.alexanderforbes.com 
Facebook: Alexander Forbes Botswana 

 
 
 
 

 

Thank you for your cooperation and 
understanding 
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According to a report by 
agricultural company Selina 
Wamucii, Africa’s coffee farmers 
are being exploited to death in an 
industry that makes billions of 
dollars each year. Many family 
farmers across Africa are facing 
economic devastation as coffee 
prices offered to them continue 
to be on a downward trajectory, 
often below production costs. 
Due to unfair trade terms, 
Ethiopian and Ugandan coffee 
farmers are estimated to lose 
713.1 million USD and 229.7 
million USD respectively in one 
year alone.

The report reflects African 
farmers’ share in the roasted 
coffee value chain ranges from 
8.7% to 12.6%, with the share 

being less in major African coffee 
exporters, Ethiopia and Uganda, 
being respectively at 12.6% and 
10.0% respectively. Farmers’ 
shares in the roasted coffee 
value chain are higher outside 
of Africa with India’s coffee 
growers getting 15.7% in India 
and 14.9% in Brazil.

Due to unfair trade terms, lost 
earnings yearly for Ethiopian 
farmers are 713.1 million USD and 
229.7 million USD for farmers 
in Uganda; It is estimated that 
African coffee farmers are losing 
$1.47 billion every year from 
exploitative pricing of their 
crops.

These amounts are crucial for 
African producers from several 
countries where coffee is their 

major exporting product.
For Wanjiru Kariuki, a 68-

year old coffee farmer from 
Othaya, about 120 kilometers 
north of Nairobi, Kenya, she 
ponders how as a coffee grower 

can be so poor while profits for 
multinational coffee dealers 
increase year after year.

“Look at this tight belt - 
it holds my stomach in and 
helps avoid hunger pangs”, 

said Wanjiru, pointing towards 
her waist.

“I am poor, hungry, and 
shoeless. Those who benefit 
from my hard work cannot 
even tie a belt like this as they 
have stomachs bigger than a 
hippopotamus, all from my 
coffee” added the grandmother 
to four.

According to John Oroko, CEO 
of Selina Wamucii, this situation 
is untenable for the African 
farmer, who produces some 
fine quality coffee, but receives 
the lowest prices of all growers, 
globally. These coffee farmers 
are existentially threatened.

“The only feasible solution is 
the establishment of a quota-
based, International Coffee 
Agreement, that sets export 
quotas and helps steer the price 
and makes it possible for farmers 
to live from the proceeds of their 
hard work,” says Oroko.

“If Africa wants to bring to 
an end the exploitation eating 
away her coffee farmers, the 
global trading rules for coffee will 
have to be changed through a 
pro-farmer political framework. 
And if this cannot be achieved 
within the confines of the World 
Trade Organization (WTO), then 
Africans are better off looking 
up to OPEC for inspiration and 
executing a Pan Africa Coffee 
Agreement that doesn’t fatten 
a few while sucking the life 
out of farmers. Anything else 
is pure tokenism that seeks to 
buy time.” concludes Oroko. 

(Bizcom.)

Africa’s coffee farmers are losing 
$1.47bn a year to exploitative pricing
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The International Air Transport 
Association (IATA) has released 
its latest analysis of the global 
and regional demand for air 
cargo transport for June, The 
data shows an improvement, 
however, at a slower pace than 
some of the traditional leading 
indicators would suggest.

A modest improvement from 
the 20.1% year-on-year drop 
was recorded for May.

Global demand, measured in 
cargo tonne-kilometers (CTKs), 
fell by 17.6% in June (-19.9% 
for international operations) 
compared to the previous 
year, while global capacity, 
measured in available cargo 
tonne-kilometers (ACTKs), 
shrank by 34.1% in June (-33.9% 
for international operations) 
compared to the previous year. 
This was on par with the 34.8% 
year-on-year drop in May.

The Belly capacity for 
international air cargo shrank 
by 70% in June compared 
to the previous year due to 
the withdrawal of passenger 
services amid Covid-19. This was 
partially offset by a 32% increase 
in capacity through expanded 
use of freighter aircraft.

Global manufacturing demand 
stabilised in June:

• The new export orders 
component of the Purchasing 
Managers Index (PMI) rose by 
11 points compared to May, the 
strongest monthly increase 
since the series began in 1999.

• The PMI tracking global 
m a n u f a c t u r i n g  o u t p u t 
rebounded in June to its highest 
level since January.

“Cargo is, by far, healthier 
than the passenger markets 
but doing business remains 
exceptionally challenging. 
While economic activity is re-
starting after major lockdown 
disruptions there has not been 
a major boost in demand. The 
rush to get personal protective 
equipment (PPE) to market 
has subsided as supply chains 
regularized, enabling shippers 
to use cheaper sea and rail 
options. And the capacity crunch 
continues because passenger 
operations are recovering very 
slowly,” said Alexandre de 
Juniac, IATA’s Director General 
and CEO.

June regional performance
All regions recorded declines 

in June. Airlines in Europe 
and Latin America suffered 
the sharpest drops in year-
on-year growth in total air 
freight volumes, while airlines 
in Asia-Pacific and the Middle 
East experienced slightly less 
dramatic declines. Airlines in 
North America and Africa saw 
more moderate drops compared 
to the other regions.

African airlines posted a 
contraction of 13.8% in June. 

This was a weaker performance 
than the 7.3% fall in demand 
in May. The small Africa-Asia 
market continued to grow in 
June up 20.1%. However, the 
region suffered from the effects 
of the pandemic becoming more 
severe in June. International 
capacity in this region decreased 
46.2%.

Asia-Pacific airlines saw 
demand for international 
air cargo fall by 20% in June 
2020 compared to the same 

period a year earlier. This was 
a slight deterioration over the 
18.8% drop in May. Despite 
manufacturing starting to pick 
up in the region, demand was 
impacted by the reduction 
in shipments of PPE by air. 
International capacity decreased 
32.3%.

North American carriers 
reported a single digit fall in 
international cargo demand of 
8.8% year-on-year in June. This 
was the smallest contraction 

of all regions. The resilient 
performance is due to the large 
freighter fleets of a few of the 
region’s airlines as well as the 
fiscal support to airlines in 
the USA from the CARES Act. 
International capacity decreased 
30.7%.

European carriers reported 
a 27.6% annual drop in 
international cargo volumes 
in June. This was a slight 
improvement from May’s 
performance of -29.5% but still 
the second weakest performance 
of all regions. International 
capacity decreased 40.7%

Middle Eastern carriers 
reported a decline of 19.1% year-
on-year in June, an improvement 
from the 24.9% fall in May. 

International capacity decreased 
25.8%, the best of all regions. 
This was driven by the aggressive 
operational strategies of some 
of the region’s carriers.

Latin American carriers 
posted a 29.4% drop in year-
on-year international demand 
in June. This was the weakest 
performance of all regions. 
International capacity decreased 
43.6% indicating a sizeable 
capacity crunch. The Covid-19 
crisis is particularly challenging 
at present for airlines based in 
Latin America owing to strict 
lockdown measures.

(Bizcom.)

African airlines report 13.8% 
decline in air cargo demand
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In its early days, Ghana’s 
COVID-19 response was 
heralded as a success story. Its 
perspective was captured in a 
statement by Ghana’s president 
when he announced Africa’s 
first lockdown on 28 March:

Ghana isn’t the only African 
country that initially appeared 
to have COVID-19 under control. 
Others, like South Africa, were 
also praised for taking early, 
decisive action. But the recent 
surge in coronavirus cases in 
Ghana, and the inability of 
the country’s health system 
to cope with it, were seeded 
by the outlook, oversights and 
omissions in the easing of its 
lockdown.

The partial lockdown of Accra 
and Kumasi, Ghana’s principal 
cities, bought the government 
time to prepare for the onslaught 
of the virus. The nation needed to 
be ready for testing and contact 
tracing, providing personal 
protective equipment for 
health workers and dealing 
with patients in need of acute 
care for COVID-19. And it had 
to make provisions to sustain all 
these as the epidemic evolved.

But the extra time would only 
be afforded if the lockdown 
actually slowed the spread of 
the virus. So in deciding when 
to ease the restrictions, knowing 
the degree of this impact was of 
the essence, as was progress on 
those public health and health 
system reinforcements.

The government announced 
an end to the lockdown on 19 
April. Yet data published by the 
Ghana Health Service did not 
offer conclusive evidence that 

the objectives of the restrictions 
had been met.

It was unclear whether the 
spread of COVID-19 had actually 
slowed – and by how much.

Some references were made 
to the health system and 
public health improvements 
in announcing the end of the 
lockdown. But details were 
opaque. Within 10 days of 
President Akufo-Addo’s national 
address, the Ghana Medical 
Association was attributing 
rising health worker infections 
to poor distribution of protective 
supplies.

Existing facilities for intensive 
care were still being expanded 
when the restrictions on 
movement were lifted, and 
authorities were still scouting 
locations for new isolation 
centres.

Ghana’s limited testing 
capacity also needed to be 
expanded, as the entire public 
health response depended on 
early case detection. Plans for 
new and expanded laboratories 
were still being drawn up when 
the lockdown was ended.

The authorities touted pooled 
testing as an answer. Multiple 
samples were grouped together 
and tested. The samples in each 
pool were individually retested 
only if a pool returned a positive 
result for COVID-19. If the 
pool was negative then it was 
assumed that all the samples 
in it were negative.

Early in the epidemic, 
authorities adopted a testing 
target as the benchmark for 
ending the restrictions on 
movement. The objective was 

to locate some 34,000 travellers 
who arrived in Ghana between 
early March and the closure 
of the border on 22 March; to 
identify and trace people they 
had come into contact with; 
and to test these travellers and 
their associates for COVID-19.

The “enhanced contact 
tracing” exercise, as the 
president explained on 5 April, 
would inform future action. By 
19 April, 1.27% of some 51,721 
people – just over half of those 
targeted – were found to be 
positive for COVID-19.

This result was used as the 
primary evidence that Ghana’s 
disease burden was small, and 
that the epidemic had been 
substantively contained.

But that testing was not 
representative. It ignored 

community spread, which 
had been documented as 
early as 20 March. It seemingly 
underestimated the risk of a 
large outbreak from undetected 
cases; how quickly that might 
happen; and the impact on the 
still limited laboratories, the 
still inadequate public health 
infrastructure, and the still 
underprepared healthcare 
system.

Data released on 6 July, the 
117th day of Ghana’s COVID-19 
epidemic, laid bare the state 
of affairs. The cases confirmed 
over the week leading up to that 
date made up nearly a quarter 
of Ghana’s total count at the 
time. The 992 reported on 3 
July remains the West African 
record.

The 642 new cases confirmed 

on 6 July raised the nation’s tally 
to 23,464, from 1,042 at the end 
of the lockdown. Included in 
those new cases were samples 
collected as far back as 9 June, 
a 27-day delay that shows the 
slow pace of testing.

This was not an anomaly. About 
one in seven new infections 
reported so far in July involve 
a testing delay of at least two 
weeks. The consequences are 
obvious: the growing pool of 
unidentified contacts may spawn 
even more cases and add to a 
bleak outlook.

The 22.6% positivity rate for 
6 July suggested that Ghana’s 
testing regime is not casting a 
wide enough net to give a true 
picture of community spread. 
That statistic was as high as 
30.1% on 3 July, and the average 
for the week ending on 6 July 
was 23.8%.

The medical community’s fears 
have also materialised. The rate 
of infections among healthcare 
workers is staggering. A total 
of 779 had been infected in the 
line of duty as of 1 July, and that 
number has been revised to 
upwards of 2,000 over the course 
of the month. Insufficient and 
inadequate PPE, slow testing, 
and limited institutional capacity 
are driving this disturbing trend.

The present state of Ghana’s 
epidemic is at least partly 
attributable to the premature 
lifting of the shelter-in-place 
order. But its future hinges on 
whether the nation’s strategy 
will remain unresponsive to the 
evolving realities of community 
spread, the limitations and 
urgent needs of its fragile public 
health system, and the daunting 
risks health workers continue 
to face.

Authorities in Ghana continue 
to ease restrictions. Schools 
have been reopened for final 
year students, despite public 
concern. Scores of students and 
staff have been infected. The 
health minister rejected calls 
to reconsider this decision on 
the grounds that it would be 
cowardly to reverse course. He 
only recently recovered from 
the virus himself.

(TheConversation.)

Ghana’s much praised COVID-19 
strategy has gone awry



Echo Newspaper  03- 09 August  2020 7

The world has changed, 
your determination hasn’t.

Absa Bank Botswana Limited (registered number UIN BW00001237900) is regulated by the Bank of Botswana.

#WeLoveAfricanacity
#StaySafe

absa.co.bw 

To everyone using their creativity to still get things done, every day. 
Your Africanacity inspires us.



Echo Newspaper  03- 09 August  2020 8 Business & Finance   

By Emmanuel Allottey

A f r i c a n  e c o n o m i e s  a r e 
rigorously implementing various 
interventions to mitigate the 
devastating impact of COVID-19 
on the economy. These economic 
stimulus packages over time are 
expected to unleash economic 
recovery and transformation. 
COVID-19 protocols introduced 
such as movement restriction, 
extreme social distancing, 
lockdowns amongst others, are 

starting to ease off giving way to 
some semblance of normalised 
activity in the economy. 

Recent World Bank reports 
indicate that economic activity 
in Sub Saharan Africa is on course 
to contract by 2.8% in 2020. 
This is an aggregated average, 
with sharper deterioration in 
individual African states. The 
extent of the downturn could 
effectively erode the years 
of progress made towards 
achievement of national 

development goals. The negative 
impact of COVID 19 are short-
term with expectations of return 
to economic growth in 2021.

Monetary and fiscal policies 
introduced such as reduction 
in lending rates to stimulate 
spending will translate to 
increased affordability for those 
who survive business collapse, 
redundancy and unemployment 
relating to COVID-19. Increased 
affordability for Businesses will 
create room for expansionary 

s p e n d i n g  s u c h  a s  n e w 
distribution outlets, new 
jobs, increased stock levels, 
empowering the business 
ecosystem both upstream and 
downstream. 

Greater collaboration between 
the public & private sectors is 
set to continue post COVID-19. 
Public private partnerships is a 
key strategic lever that drives 
the required synergy to create 
sustainable and innovative 
economic growth. The increased 

contribution from private 
sector to the achievement of 
national development goals will 
hasten the return to national 
competitiveness and output 
growth.  

Essential services, local 
businesses, high growth 
industries and sectors of 
the economy that  were 
facing a decline are now 
being resuscitated. Local 
manufacturing that drives 
organic growth in a nation 
is set to become a major 
beneficiary of capital injection by 
government. Government focus 
on unemployment particularly 
facing the youth will lead to 
the required interventions 
to facilitate an innovative 
entrepreneurship mindset 
among the upcoming generation. 
the impact of COVID-19 on 
international trade, tourism and 
other sectors of the economy 
have led to nations reviewing 
their economic diversification 
strategy and levers for national 
growth. 

African nations are developing 
coordinated strategic and in-
depth approaches to human 
d e ve l o p m e n t ,  r e g i o n a l 
integration, digitalization, 
industrialization, economic 
diversification, fiscal and 
monetary  pol ic ies,  and 
international solidarity. In 
short, they are rethinking 
the causes of the continent’s 
underdevelopment and coming 
up with feasible solutions. The 
outcomes will undoubtedly 
be good for Africa and for all 
humanity.

The International Monetary Fund 
(IMF) has approved a R70 billion 
(US$4.3 billion) loan for South 
Africa to help the country manage 
the immediate consequences of 
the fallout from COVID-19. The 
Conversation Africa’s editor, 
Caroline Southey, asked Danny 
Bradlow to shed some light on 
what South Africans should 
expect.

 
The IMF has provided the 

funding through its Rapid 
Financing Instrument. This is 
designed to support countries 
facing an urgent need for 
financing due to a crisis such 
as the COVID-19 pandemic. 
The goal is to help the country 
face the immediate financial 
consequences of the crisis. As 
a result the IMF provides the 
financing quickly and without 
strict conditions. The country 
merely needs to show the IMF 
that it is facing a crisis, that it 
will use the funds to deal with 
the crisis, that it will cooperate 
with the IMF to solve the balance 
of payments problems caused 
by the crisis and to describe 
the economic policies that it 

proposes to follow.
In some cases, the IMF may 

require the country to undertake 
certain policy actions before it 
can access the funds.

In South Africa’s case, the 
country’s payments problem 
relates to the fact that the 
economy is expected to contract 
by about 7% this year and the 
budget deficit to increase to 
about 15% of GDP. This means 
that the government will need 
to increase the amount it has 
to borrow. Given that it has 
been downgraded by credit 
rating agencies, and that the 
economy is in bad shape, there is 
a substantial risk that both local 
and foreign investors will have a 
limited appetite for South African 
debt. This will complicate the 
government’s efforts to finance 
the deficit.

The IMF loan helps resolve 
this problem.

South Africa provided the 
requisite information to the 
IMF in the form of a letter of 
intent signed by the minister 
of finance and the governor of 
the Reserve Bank. The letter 
has not yet been made public. 

But, according to the IMF press 
release, South Africa seems to 
have informed the IMF that it 
intends to take certain steps to 
stabilise the country’s finances. 
This means that the government 
will cut government spending 
to reduce its need to borrow. 

This kind of financing is 
provided in one payment. The 
IMF press statement doesn’t say 
when the funds will be disbursed 
but the goal is to make the funds 
available “rapidly”. That could 
be as early as August.

Once the funds are disbursed, 
the government will be free to 
spend them. According to the 
national treasury’s statement, it 
plans to use the money to support 
health and frontline services, to 
protect the vulnerable, drive 
job creation, support economic 
reform and stabilise public debt.

These are all consistent 
with the purpose of the Rapid 
Financing Instrument and the 
government’s stated intentions.

But these purposes are very 
general and we will need to see 
more detail about what exactly 
the government will spend the 
funds on.

The IMF requires that South 
Africa repay the funds to the 
IMF over 20 months beginning 
40 months after the loan is 
disbursed. This means that South 
Africans will need to ensure that 
the funds to repay the IMF are 
properly budgeted for.

The most important benefit is 
that South Africa is getting $4.2 
billion at about 1.1% interest. 
This is a very cheap source of 
funds. If the government tried 
to raise the same amount either 
on domestic markets or from 
other international sources it 
would pay a considerably higher 
interest rate – the current rate for 
government bonds of comparable 
maturity is about 7%.

The second potential benefit 
is that the IMF loan will catalyse 
other funds for the country. In 
other words investors in South 
Africa and abroad will interpret 
the IMF’s action as an expression 
of support for South Africa and 
this will give them the confidence 
to invest in South African debt. 
Given that foreign investors hold 
about 30% of South African 
government’s rand denominated 
debt this boost to confidence 

could be important. It will both 
reduce the incentive of these 
investors to sell their government 
bonds, potentially pushing up 
interest rates, and enable the 
government to issue new debt 
if needed.

The third benefit is that by 
helping to stabilise South Africa’s 
situation, it will limit the damage 
that may be inflicted on the 
neighbouring countries. This, in 
turn, could help South African 
exports and thus help preserve 
jobs and income in South Africa.

But it’s important to keep in 
mind that the IMF denominates 
the loan and the repayment 
obligations in Special Drawing 
Rights. These are the IMF’s 
special form of money and its 
value is made up of a composite 
of a basket of currencies. These 
include the US dollar, the euro, 
the Japanese yen, the Chinese 
renminbi and the pound sterling. 

The second risk is that if 
South Africa does not use the 
funds from the IMF wisely, the 
country’s economic situation will 
deteriorate and it will struggle 
to pay back the debt.

If this happens or the pandemic 
lasts longer than anticipated, the 
country could be forced to seek 
additional support. In either 
case South Africa’s negotiating 
position would be significantly 
weaker. TheConversation.

African economies set to boom 
post COVID-19

The IMF’s $4bn loan for South Africa: 
the pros, cons and potential pitfalls
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Diamond mining giant De 
Beers is likely to have to cut 
jobs, its chief executive said on 
Thursday, as it outlined plans for 
an overhaul of its business after 
the coronavirus hit jewellery 
demand.

De Beers, a unit of Anglo 
American, earlier reported 
plunging earnings in the first 
half of 2020 as a drop in rough 
diamond sales and prices hurt 
margins. Underlying earnings 
before interest, tax, depreciation 
and amortization (EBITDA) were 
just $2 million in the period, 
down from $518 million in the 
first half of last year.

 
De Beers CEO Bruce Cleaver 

told Reuters official consultations 
with workers will begin on Aug. 
11. He said the business overhaul 
“is likely to lead to some job 
losses, but I can’t tell you at 
this point what that number 
will be”.

Cleaver said the process would 
last for three months and involve 
a review of mining, rough 
sales, retail and the corporate 
centre, but exclude joint venture 
businesses in Botswana and 
Namibia which have different 
governance structures.

De Beers employs 20,000 
people across its entire business.

The country’s coronavirus 
state of emergency, which ends 
in October, prohibits businesses 
from laying off workers.

Asked whether De Beers was 
planning job cuts in Botswana, 
executive vice president for 
diamond trading Paul Rawley 
said that as the transformation 
plan was a work in progress, he 
could take anything off the table.

South Africa’s National 
Union of Mineworkers did not 
immediately reply to a request 
for comment on possible job 
cuts by De Beers.

Maintaining that the long-
term outlook is positive, 
however, the miner said its 
business transformation plan 
aims to boost margins by, among 
other things, modernising the 
way it sells diamonds.

 (Reuters.)

Diamond giant De Beers likely 
to cut jobs after COVID-19 hit
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Z i m b a b w e  a g r e e d  o n 
Wednesday to pay $3.5 billion in 
compensation to white farmers 
whose land was expropriated 
by the government to resettle 
black families, moving a step 
closer to resolving one the most 
divisive policies of the Robert 
Mugabe era.

But the southern African 
nation does not have the 
money and will issue long term 
bonds and jointly approach 
international donors with 
the farmers to raise funding, 
according to the compensation 
agreement.

Two decades ago Mugabe’s 
government carried out at 
times violent evictions of 4,500 
white farmers and redistributed 
the land to around 300,000 
Black families, arguing it 
was redressing colonial land 
imbalances.

The agreement signed 
at  President Emmerson 
Mnangagwa’s State House 
offices in Harare showed white 
farmers would be compensated 
for infrastructure on the farms 
and not the land itself, as per 
the national constitution.

D e t a i l s  o f  h ow  m u c h 
money each farmer, or their 
descendants, given the time 
elapsed since the farms were 
seized, was likely to get were not 
yet clear, but the government 
has said it would prioritise 
the elderly when making the 

settlements.
Farmers would receive 50% 

of the compensation after a 
year and the balance within 
five years.

Finance Minister Mthuli 
Ncube and acting Agriculture 
Minister Oppah Muchinguri-
Kashiri signed on behalf of the 
government, while farmers 
unions and a foreign consortium 
that undertook valuations also 
penned the agreement.

 
“As Zimbabweans, we have 

chosen to resolve this long-
outstanding issue,” said Andrew 
Pascoe, head of the Commercial 
Farmers Union representing 
white farmers.

The land seizures were one 
of Mugabe’s signature policies 
that soured ties with the West. 
Mugabe, who was ousted in a 
coup in 2017 and died last year, 
accused the West of imposing 
sanctions on his government 
as punishment.

The programme still divides 
public opinion in Zimbabwe as 
opponents see it as a partisan 
process that left the country 
struggling to feed itself. But its 
supporters say it has empowered 
landless Black people.

Mnangagwa said the land 
reform could not be reversed 
but paying of compensation 
was key to mending ties with 
the West.

 (Reuters.)

A debt service relief package 
has been approved by some of 
the world’s biggest lenders for 
more than 25 African countries. 
The arrangement includes the 
World Bank, the International 
Monetary Fund, the G20, the 
African Development Bank, and 
all Paris Club creditors.

The goal was to free up 
more than $20 billion that 
governments could use to 
buttress their health services.

Some have called for outright 
debt cancellation to lessen the 
debt burden on African countries 
as they emerge from the crisis 
of the COVID-19 pandemic. 
Most African states will have 
high public debt as they use 
all available lines of credit to 
secure resources to fight the 
pandemic.

But private creditors that hold 
commercial debt have not been 
willing to participate in debt 
relief. They have criticised the 
G20’s call for freezing all debt 
repayments. Countries have also 
been priced out of the Eurobond 
market by high interest rates. 
Bond yields have spiked to 

over double the cost for most 
countries intending to issue 
Eurobonds.

Of the 25 countries eligible 
for the debt relief, only four 
have requested assistance – 
Cameroon, Côte d’Ivoire, 
Ethiopia and Senegal. The 
majority have either refused to 
apply, or have not yet requested 
a debt moratorium.

The reasons for this are 
understandable. Poor countries 
know that the debt markets are 
not largely favourable to them. 
And they acknowledge the risk 
of being punished by existing 
creditors, prospective investors 
and rating agencies if they seek 
a debt moratorium.

A number of countries 
haven’t openly rejected the 
offer to participate in the debt 
moratorium. For its part Kenya 
has openly indicated its lack of 
interest.

Here are the reasons why most 
African countries are opting 
against participating in the 
multilateral debt suspension.

First, there is an implication 
that countries that are requesting 

debt suspension have borrowed 
irresponsibly. They will 
be viewed as high-risk and 
irresponsible borrowers in the 
future.

Second, countries will 
be in breach of the terms of 
Eurobond contracts that they 
currently hold. The Eurobond 
prospectuses and contract terms 
prohibit countries from seeking 
a suspension of debt payments 
under multilateral initiatives. 
Eurobond default clauses 
indicate that non-payment 
of external debt, including 
seeking a moratorium, would 
be considered as defaulting. 
This would automatically 
trigger an immediate demand 
for countries to pay the entire 
value of outstanding Eurobonds.

Third, governments fear that 
the debt moratorium would lead 
to credit rating downgrades 
because of the Eurobond terms 
of defaulting. Moody’s placed 
Cameroon, Côte d’Ivoire and 
Senegal under rating review 
for downgrade and have 
downgraded Ethiopia precisely 
because of their participation in 

the G20 Debt Service Suspension 
Initiative.

A rating downgrade would 
erode the benefits accrued from 
the debt relief as countries would 
have to pay more interest on the 
same volume of debt. The United 
Nations has criticised rating 
agencies for worsening debt 
sustainability in poor countries. 
The debt relief was expected to 
free up about $20 billion in total, 
about the same amount that is 
due in interest and principal 
repayment within six months 
to private creditors.

It will further hinder countries’ 
ability to finance budget deficits 
in the medium term through 
access to global capital markets. 
Given that the pandemic will 
increase public spending when 
tax collection and revenue 
generation are being forgone, 
budget deficits will swell. Access 
to global capital will be key in 
financing the post COVID-19 
economic recovery of African 
countries.

Lastly, there are concerns that 
the terms of the multilateral debt 
relief and loan packages will 
restrict future policy direction. 
The debt moratorium is being 
granted on condition that the 
funds are spent only on critical 
public services. Other conditions 
include adhering to existing 
policies, reporting requirements, 
multilateral oversight and 
transparency. Countries under 
the debt relief programme are 
not allowed to incur debt from 

any other creditors during this 
time and they should use savings 
only to address shocks from the 
pandemic.

The World Bank has devised 
customised fiscal policy 
responses  that  support 
weathering the crisis in the 
short term and economic 
recovery in the medium term 
for countries receiving the relief. 
The IMF loans and the G20’s 
debt suspension funds will not 
be used to pay high interest to 
private lenders. These conditions 
constrain both a country’s fiscal 
space and policy flexibility.

Solutions
T h e  m a i n  p u r p o s e  o f 

maintaining a good credit rating 
is to access international funds at 
relatively low interest rates. For 
African countries, the Eurobond 
issuance is a more attractive 
option than the traditional 
multilateral borrowing, whose 
conditionalities are usually 
restrictive.

In all current Eurobond 
contracts, countries are deemed 
to have defaulted if they cease 
to be members of the IMF or if 
they are no longer eligible to 
use resources of the Bretton 
Woods institution. When terms 
of Eurobond contracts become 
equally restrictive and bond 
yields more expensive, it defeats 
the purpose of diversifying from 
multilateral loans.

 (TheConversation.)

Zimbabwe agrees to pay 
$3.5 billion compensation 
to white farmers
Why African countries 
are reluctant to take up 
COVID-19 debt relief
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Amnesty International has said 
that Zimbabwean authorities 
have thwarted a peaceful anti-
corruption protest which 
was planned for last week 
and launched a witch-hunt 
against political and human 
rights activists suspected of 
being behind the planned 
demonstration.

A number of activists have 
gone into hiding after police 
published a list of names of 
human rights defenders who 
are wanted for questioning in 
connection with the planned 
protests. A number of opposition 
leaders are also understood to 
be wanted by the police, while 
six others have already been 
arrested.

“The brutal assault on 
political activists and human 
rights defenders who have 
had the courage to call out 
alleged corruption and demand 
accountability from their 
government is intensifying. 
The persecution of these 
activists is a blatant abuse of 
the criminal justice system 
and mockery of justice,” said 
Muleya Mwananyanda, Amnesty 
International’s Deputy Director 
for Southern Africa.

“This latest witch-hunt and 
repression of peaceful dissent 
is a continuation of what we 
have seen in the country in 
recent years, including the 
abductions and arbitrary arrests 
of those who are critical of the 
government, in an attempt 
to muzzle differing views. 
The thwarting of the protest 
illustrates the Zimbabwean 
authorities’ total intolerance 
of criticism.”

Six activists have been arrested 
or abducted in the past few 
days, to prevent the protests 
from taking place today. 
Opposition MDC-Alliance 
spokesperson Fadzayi Mahere 
and Henry Chivanga,  an activist 
fighting for rights of people 
with disabilities are among 
those who were arrested today. 
Police also arrested the sister of 
investigative journalist Mduduzi 
Mathuthu on 30 July, and 
refused to release her until the 
journalist appeared at Bulawayo 
Central police station. Mduduzi 
Mathuthu is the editor of online 
publication Zimlive and has 
been charged with planning the 
protests. His sister was released 
on 30 July.

 In the lead up to today’s 
planned protests, authorities 
have been beefing up security 
in main cities, including sealing 
off the Harare Central Business 
District, under the pretext of 
enforcing COVID-19 regulations.

“Zimbabwean authorities 
must stop using COVID-19 as 
a pretext for restricting human 

rights. Peaceful protest is not a 
crime, and the motivations for 
crushing this demonstration 
are plain to see,” said Muleya 
Mwananyanda.

“Zimbabweans must be 
allowed to freely exercise their 
human rights, including the 
rights to freedom of expression 

and peaceful assembly. The 
authorities must stop harassing, 
intimidating and arresting 
people who have done nothing 
more than peacefully express 
their opinions.” 

OPEN SPACE

OUTDOOR L IVING

TWO AND THREE BEDROOMS

AFFORDABLE PRICES

QUALITY PRODUCTS

Beautiful  single-family home.

Modern accommodation in a highly

sought after neighbourhood  of

Palapye Extension 7. 

F O R  E N Q U I R I E S  C O N T A C T :  L I M B O  A T  4 9 2 1 0 7 5  K B A G A I @ B H C . B W

O R  I N F O @ B H C . B W

A  M I X T U R E  O F  1 0 7  L O W ,  M E D I U M  A N D

H I G H  C O S T  H O U S E S  U N D E R

C O N T R U C T I O N  I N  E X T E N S I O N  7  P A L A P Y E ,

A L O N G  T H E  B E U T I F U L  A 1  H I G H W A Y  

COMING

SOON 

PROPERTY SIZES RANGE FROM 58 SQM TO 120

SQM PLINTH AREA, PRICES TO BE ADVISED

SOON.

R E AL T Y  E L I T E

P A L A P Y E  I S  F A S T  G R O W I N G  I N T O  A

M A G N I F I C E N T  T O W N . . .

DON ' T  BE  L EFT  OUT ,  WATCH  OUT  FOR  THE  UPCOMI NG 1 07   

BHC HOUSES  I N  PAL APYE  AND  BUY  ONE  FOR  YOURSEL F

   Authorities in Zimbabwe 
thwart anti-corruption protests
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The National AIDS and 
Health Promotion Agency in 
collaboration with PREFAR 
have started the process to 
re-introduce the Determined 
Resilient Empowered AIDS 
Free Mentored Safe (DREAMS) 
project with a  consultation 
meeting chaired by Project 
Concern International (PCI) 
occurred with school heads and 
collaborating partners.

The DREAMS project aims 
to reduce HIV infections 
among adolescent girls and 
young women. The goal is to 
introduce the intervention 
to 6 more districts. DREAMS 
targets the 9-24 age group and 
so collaboration with schools 
is important to the initiative. 

Mentorship of adolescent 
girls young women on HIV 
prevention and guidance and 
counseling is a key part DREAMS 
initiative.

The DREAMS initiative gets 
support from USAID. During 
a debriefing session last week 
in Gaborone, issues related to 
the Covid 19 were addressed 
and how these affected school 
activities amidst media reports of 
lockdown, the end of lockdown 
and the recent reports of active 
cases in schools. 

PCI Senior Programs Officer 
Motlaleng Motlaleng in 
interaction with school heads 
and guidance and counseling 
teachers noted that there 

is usually a single guidance 
and counseling teacher per 
school and that these guidance 
and counseling teachers are 
overwhelmed with no time to 
adequately investigate various 
individual cases.

During DREAMS counseling 
sessions a  “safe  space” 
environment is created to 
encourage sharing, free 
from judgment. From such 
interactions the vulnerability 
risk is unearthed for each student 
in order to better address specific 
concerns. DREAMS currently 
operates in Kweneng East and 
Gaborone in public schools 
and some private schools. 
Stories were shared during the 
debriefing session that arose 

from DREAMS community 
outreach programs that were 
shocking and concerned incest, 
rape and other issues of gender 
based exploitation, particularly 
during the initial lockdown 
period. 

The debriefing session 
concluded that facilitators 
would continue to assist in 
guidance and counseling and 
that since most mentors and 
facilitators are youth, that school 
children would better engage 
with them to unearth the truth 
about sensitive issues. Certain 
school heads addressed concerns 
about slow feedback and the 
low frequency of visits from 
DREAMS facilitators though it 
was agreed that more would be 
done to address the concerns 
of each school.

Additionally, there was a plan 
to roll out a program for boys 
dubbed “Coaching boys into 
men” that would attempt to do 
much the same as the original 

program for girls yet centered 
more on sports.

NAHPA works towards NAHPA works towards 
Reintroducing DREAMS Reintroducing DREAMS 
project Botswana project Botswana 

‘‘The DREAMS project 
aims to reduce HIV 
infections among 
adolescent girls and 
young women. The 
goal is to introduce 
the intervention 
to 6 more districts. 
DREAMS targets the 
9-24 age group and 
so collaboration 
with schools is 
important to the 
initiative. 
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L i t t l e  Ku l a l a ’ s  n e wly 
enhanced food experience is 
designed to reflect the camp’s 
conservation story through 
the use of immersive dining 
and a mindful menu that 
celebrates Namibia’s sustainable 
and indigenous ingredients. 
Currently undergoing a 
refurbishment, Little Kulala 
is the ideal post-COVID travel 
destination, with a wide variety 
of private dining options that 
range from stargazing dinners 
to exclusive dining in its 
underground wine cellar, as 
well as superb sundowners that 
boast picturesque sunsets and 
redefine exclusivity.

“We will integrate our positive 
impact story into the Little 
Kulala food experience to 
enable our guests to explore 
the wonders of the Namib 

Desert. Our range of immersive 
dining experiences will not 
just serve as talking points to 
encourage interaction but will 
also reveal treasured insights 
into the inscrutable Namib 
Desert, and our continued role 
in conserving its surprising 
richness and diversity of life. We 
want to encourage an interactive 
storytelling atmosphere with 
lighthearted yet enlightening 
conversations between our 
guests and experienced guides”, 
says Wilderness Safaris Group 
Food Experience Manager, Linda 
Van Rensburg. 

As soon as this rejuvenated 
camp re-opens, the chefs 
will be ready to cook and 
serve their signature dishes 
at the outdoor fireplace with 
guests. A classic fireside dish 
is roosterbrood, which isn’t 

just delicious and always served 
hot and fresh, but also forms 
part of an ancient tradition 
passed on from generation to 
generation. At Little Kulala, 
these slightly charred and smoky 
braai rolls are usually served 
with boerewors, tomato relish, 
seasonal vegetables or venison 
sosaties – an African kebab 
usually made with dried fruits, 
vegetables and meat, marinated 
in a mild curry sauce.

Little Kulala will continue 
to incorporate a number of 
local ingredients to showcase 
the cuisine and cultures of the 
area. Some of these include the 
mogau oshi, which will be used 
in handmade pastas and pastries. 
This is an organic Namibian 
wild spinach that tastes like 
Swiss chard and is packed with 
iron and fibre. Wambu beans, 
a local red kidney bean and 

a great source of protein, is 
another, which will be added 
to soups, wild spinach and also 
made into hummus. Namibian 
dates have also been popular 
in the camp’s dessert offering. 
These are sourced from date 
palm trees in the region and are 
considered to be little nutrition 
bombs filled with vitamins, 
minerals and fibre. Guests will 
also be able to indulge in the 
local rooibos tea, which grows 
in the southern part of Namibia. 
In addition to being enjoyed in 
a range of drinks, it will also be 
added to the camp’s desserts 
and granolas.

“We will be adding an extra 
element to the classic sleep-out 
experience, with an African 
Tapas Dinner that our guests 
can enjoy while discovering 
the astonishing Namibian skies. 
Another incredible experience 

that usually takes place after the 
excursion to the magnificent 
dunes of Sossusvlei is the Oasis 
Lunch, served with ice-cold 
local ginger beer and delicious 
bite-sized treats, all served in 
an ancient dry river bed”, says 
Linda. 

Exclusive and intimate, 
Little Kulala is set within the 
pristine 27 000-hectare Kulala 
Wilderness Reserve. With just 
11 rooms in total, guests are 
assured that dining indoors 
is just as secluded as being 
out in the vast desert. Further 
extending the indoor dining 
options, each guest suite comes 
with a sleep-out experience on 
the roof. The only thing that is 
more exciting is pairing these 
experiences with the camp’s 
thrilling desert adventures!

 

Travel13

Little Kulala’s Enhanced Dining Little Kulala’s Enhanced Dining 
Experience – Experience – Immersive, Mindful Immersive, Mindful 
And PrivateAnd Private
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As football has developed in 
recent years, a growing number 
of coaches have focused on 
creating a solid defensive base 
before moving on to their attack. 
In this context, the defensive 
midfielder – the player who 
marshals the zone in front of his 
side’s rearguard – has assumed 
ever greater importance in 
team tactics. Some coaches 
are particular devotees, such as 
Zinedine Zidane, whose current 
Real Madrid side obtain much 
of their midfield robustness 
through the Brazilian Casemiro.

Anyone familiar with the 
Madagascar national team knows 
that midfielder Ibrahim Amada 
was the key link between defence 
and attack during his side’s 
brilliant performance at the 
CAF Africa Cup of Nations Egypt 
2019. His major contribution to 
the side’s defensive duties was 
also remarkable. A few years 
ago, however, Amada was not a 
defensive midfielder, but rather 
a forward most often deployed 
in a playmaking role.

“When I arrived in Algeria I 
was used as a playmaker, usually 
on the right but sometimes 
even on the left, and also as a 
centre-forward,” Amada said of 
his early years as a professional 
before the Algerian coach 
Boualem Charef changed his 
playing position. “After three 
or four training sessions with 
USM El Harrach, the then coach 
Boulalem Charef decided to use 
me in a defensive-midfield role.

“I was opposed to this in the 
beginning because I didn’t want 
to be a defender. But Charef told 
me that in the new position, I’d 
have a better view of the game 

and my performance would 
improve, as I could still move 
the ball forward and go on the 
attack. He convinced me.

“As time passed, I came to 
like the new role. I also found I 
had a better chance of receiving 
the ball. Now I prefer to play as 
a defensive midfielder than a 
centre-forward or a playmaker. 
In this new position, it’s easier 
for me to see how the game is 
evolving and to pick out my 
team-mates with my passes. 
It helped me reach my full 
potential on the pitch, which 
has had a positive effect on my 
career.”

I n  t h e i r  f i r s t  A F C ON 
participation in 2019, Madagascar 
were unquestionably one 
of the dark horses. Yet they 
surprised everyone by reaching 
the quarter-finals, beating 
Nigeria 2-0 in the group stage 
and eliminating Congo DR on 
penalties in the Round of 16.

“We’d been dreaming of 
participating in the AFCON 
since our childhood, and that 
materialised at the age of 27 
or 28,” said Amada. “What 
we experienced in Egypt was 
indeed indescribable. Qualifying 
for the competition for the first 
time in our history was already 
a great achievement, let alone 
our stunning run to the quarter-
finals.

“We were extremely happy. 
With limited resources, the 
people of Madagascar have a 
tough life. But we managed 
to bring some joy into their 
lives during the month of the 
tournament.

“For our people, the event 
was more than just a football 
competition. We helped reunite 
our people. For me, participating 
in the AFCON and progressing 
to the quarter-finals is still the 
finest memory of my career, and 
I’m sure it will remain engraved 
in the collective memories of 

the Malagasy people.”

Amada and his team-mates 
have now turned their focus 
to the FIFA World Cup Qatar 
2022 qualifiers. Participation in 
a World Cup is, of course, the 
dream for every player and team.

“We want to carry that 
momentum into the World Cup 
qualifiers,” said Amada. “But 
we must take it one step at a 
time and not rush things. Not 
many people were watching 
us or knew our playing style 
before the AFCON, but now 
everyone is paying attention 
to us and knows exactly how 
we play. As a result, they will 
prepare well to face us.

“Naturally, not everyone will 
qualify for the World Cup, but 
we’ll do everything we can 
to improve our chances of 
qualifying. It would certainly 
be great to take part.”

For these qualifiers, Les Barea 
are in Group J alongside Benin, 

Congo DR, and Tanzania.
“In Africa there are no small 

or big teams,” Amada said. 
“Congo DR will be lying in 
wait for us, as we eliminated 
them in the Round of 16 at the 
AFCON. I don’t think they’ll 
have forgotten that so soon. 
Tanzania performed strongly 
in the AFCON qualifications, 
and Benin are very well known. 
I believe we all have an equal 
chance and that any of us could 
top the group. But let’s not get 
into permutations: the teams 
that perform best on matchdays 
will qualify.

“Our goal is to pull off the 
impossible and qualify, but 
we must focus on one game 
at a time. Our strength lies in 
our team spirit. It would be 
great to participate in the World 
Cup. Everything is possible, as 
the latest AFCON tournament 
proved.” 

(Cafonline.)

‘Madagascar can pull off
 the impossible’
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Kenya legend Doreen Nabwire 
has a dream of the Harambee 
Starlets, as Kenya’s women’s 
national team is nicknamed, 
playing in the FIFA Women’s 
World Cup and being a regular 
participant at the Women’s 
Africa Cup of Nations (AWCON).

Nabwire, who currently works 
as Football Kenya Federation 
(FKF) Deputy Competitions 
Manager believes that Kenya 
has shown the world that it 
has what it takes to compete 
at the top especially after the 

run up in the African qualifiers 
for the Tokyo 2020 Olympic 
Games. The Starlets reached 
the penultimate round of the 
continental qualifiers before 
losing to Zambia 3-2 on 
aggregate.

“There has been a lot of growth 
for the women’s game in Kenya 
over the last four years. Though 
we have a long way to go, I 
believe we have made some huge 
strides,” Nabwire recounts.

She adds: “We qualified 
for the Women’s Africa Cup 

of Nations for the first time 
in 2016 and missed out of 
qualification narrowly in 2018. 
This year, we have come through 
to the penultimate round of 
qualification to the Olympics 
and we have won the CECAFA 
Cup for the first time too.”

“I believe that soon we will be 
contending to play in the FIFA 
Women’s World Cup.”

However, Nabwire believes 
that for Kenya to attain that 
dream, they must ensure they 

cement their place among 
the top ranked teams on the 
continent.

“If we can consistently play at 
the high level and compete with 
some of the top teams, we will 
mature as a team,” she noted.

The FIFA and CAF instructor 
who is a also a qualified coach 
was the first ever Kenyan women 
to play professional football 
outside the country, having 
made out a massive career 
playing for Werder Bremen 
in Germany. In her maiden 
campaign in Germany, Nabwire 
clinched the Golden Boot award 
after scoring 13 goals and was 
runner up in the league’s player 
of the year award.

Her success in Germany 
saw her secure another move 
in Netherlands where she 
turned out for FC Zwolle before 
ultimately returning to Germany 
where she signed with FC Koln.

While at Koln, she picked up 
a career ending knee injury that 
forced her to stay out for long. 
She decided to come back home. 
Upon her return, she chose to 
continue giving back to the game 
and after two seasons playing 
in the local league, she went 
into management and has risen 
through the ranks to currently 
deputize in the Leagues and 
Competitions Department of 
the FKF.

She supervises the Women’s 
Leagues as well as the Men’s 

second-tier league.
“We started off by re-

modelling the Premier League 
in 2016 and in 2017 we started 
the second-tier. The growth 
up to now has been immense 
but we can still do 

Even as she dreams of seeing 
Kenya play at the top level of 
women’s football in the world, 
Nabwire is cognizant of the 
fact that the local leagues need 
to be competitive enough, a 
level which can be attained by 
the coming on board of more 
sponsors and partners.

“We started off by re-
modelling the Premier League 
in 2016 and in 2017 we started 
the second-tier. The growth 
up to now has been immense 
but we can still do better. We 
have been forced to revert to 
zonal leagues because of lack 
of funds but if we can get more 
sponsors on board, we can grow 
the league to be one of the best 
in Africa,” she asserts.

As she gives her all to ensure 
that the top level of women’s 
football continues to rise, 
Nabwire also uses her free time 
once in a while to coach schools 
and community teams as well 
as offer motivational talks to 
upcoming youngsters to help 
them follow in the same route 
she took to the top.

(Cafonline.)

Nabwire steering Kenya’s 
global success drive 

Professional sports are a 
multi-billion-dollar business, 
including the revenues generated 
by sports advertising and sports 
media organizations.

One Canadian example of the 
size and scope of pro sports is 
the $5.2-billion deal Rogers 
Communications signed in 2013 
for the rights to broadcast NHL 
games across the country until 
2025.

But the current COVID-19 
climate has posed serious 
challenges to the business of 
sports. Professional sports 
teams are resuming play in 
the midst of the pandemic, 
largely at odds with the rest of 
society as lockdowns continue, 
businesses remain shuttered 
and millions of people work 
from home or are grappling 
with unemployment.

The start of the Major League 
Baseball season is an indication 

of the chaos that comes with 
these unprecedented times. 
Less than a week into the 
season, half of the members 
of the Miami Marlins tested 
positive for COVID-19. MLB 
subsequently suspended the 
Marlins’ season, and the positive 
tests have postponed other 
teams’ games too.

With other professional sports 
leagues like the NBA and the 
NHL preparing to resume, 
there are concerns about the 
ethics of prioritized access to 
coronavirus-related health care 
for professional athletes, the 
relationship between sports and 
politics and renewed athlete 
activism, particularly in the 
midst of the resurgent Black 
Lives Matter movement.

The citizens who engaged 
in this growing sport and 
entertainment model — sports 
fans — were fundamentally 

central to its success. The 
symbiotic relationship between 
fans and the professional sports 
industry grew and thrived, 
in particular from the 1950s, 
when creative, fan-centric 
strategies became popular for 
many leagues and teams.

C o n t e m p o r a r y  s p o r t 
professionals routinely discuss 
the importance of what’s known 
as fan avidity, a key metric of 
success because research shows 
passionate fans have “

The fan experience and 
related consumer activities 
have traditionally been central 
to key management decisions of 
professional sports organizations 
— unlike now, when fans are at 
a distance, participating at arm’s 
length via large video-game like 
screens, cardboard cutouts and 
canned crowd noise.

Professional sports is back 
for a number of reasons, but 

none have much to do with 
why it was fundamentally 
established: For the fans, for 
the contributions sports teams 
made to social cohesiveness 
and for the communities that 
have traditionally supported 
pro sports, both financially and 
emotionally.

Orlando bubble is costly
The resumption of professional 

sports, however, is also hugely 
costly to pro sports leagues. The 
NBA recently noted that the 
price of its Orlando bubble will 
exceed US$150 million. There’s 
also a personal and health cost: 
Professional athletes are still 
testing positive for the virus.

So the important question here 
is: Will resuming professional 
sports work, can it thrive 
without fans and is it safe for 
players?

In the current COVID-19 
environment, the preferences 
and priorities of fans are 
complicated at best, with some 
suggesting that they may never 
fully return to professional 
sport.

Public opinion surveys are 
varied and inconsistent — as 
many as 60 per cent and as few 
as 30 per cent of sports fans 
have told various pollsters that 
they’re eager for pro sports to 
return. Information from actual 
sport teams, however, on the 
topic of what their fans want is 
conspicuously lacking.

There’s little consensus on 
how enthusiastically fans will 
return to professional sport, 

specifically when it comes to 
congregating in stadiums or 
arenas. That’s due to a host 
of potential post-pandemic 
realities, including unappealing 
levels of security and strict 
legal requirements in terms of 
liability waivers.

First off, they should keep 
fans at the core of their 
business strategy, customizing 
and tailoring messaging and 
engagements with fans via 
brand partnerships as much 
as possible.

They should make broad 
commitments to re-engage 
their diverse community and 
work to restore their position 
of social unifiers in society. They 
must break down the extreme 
barriers currently in place 
between athletes and fans while 
supporting and celebrating their 
athletes whenever possible.

And, as they did when the 
professional sports industry 
was born, they should continue 
to embrace innovation to drive 
enhanced fan engagement. They 
should extend the spirit of these 
efforts to their dealings with 
their key stakeholders, including 
corporate and media partners.

While the COVID-19 pause 
has created huge challenges 
for  professional  sports, 
organizations can use this 
opportunity to rethink and 
reshape the fan-centred 
experience for the next era of 
the industry throughout North 
America. 

(TheConversation.)

Sports resumes amid COVID-19, 
but at what cost?
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Swiss launch criminal probe Swiss launch criminal probe 
of FIFA boss Infantinoof FIFA boss Infantino
Criminal proceedings have 

been opened against FIFA 
president Gianni Infantino by 
a special prosecutor looking 
into dealings between the head 
of the global soccer body and 
Swiss Attorney General Michael 
Lauber.

This was revealed by the 
Swiss authorities last week 
on Thursday.

The special prosecutor Stefan 
Keller, appointed last month 
to review complaints against 
the two men and others, had 
found indications of criminal 
conduct related to their 
meetings, according to the AB-
BA watchdog which oversees 

the Attorney General’s Office.
“This concerns abuse of 

public office, breach of official 
secrecy, assisting offenders and 
incitement to these acts,” the 
watchdog said in a statement.

Both Lauber and Infantino 
have denied wrongdoing. FIFA 
did not immediately respond to 
a request for comment.

Infantino was elected in 
2016 to replace disgraced Sepp 
Blatter, who also become the 
subject of criminal proceedings 
in 2015.

Blatter, suspected of criminal 
mismanagement, was banned 
by FIFA’s own ethics committee 
although the investigations 

against him are still ongoing 
and he has not been charged. 
He denies wrongdoing.

On being elected, Infantino 
promised to clean up FIFA and 
to put the focus back on football.

FIFA was embroiled in the 
worst corruption scandal in 
its history in 2015 which led to 
several officials being indicted in 
the United States on corruption-
related charges.

Lauber last week offered 
to resign after the Federal 
Administrative Court concluded 
he had covered up a meeting with 
Infantino and lied to supervisors 
while his office investigated 
corruption surrounding soccer’s 

governing body.
The court said he had made 

“implausible” statements about 
a meeting with Infantino. While 
Lauber had acknowledged two 
meetings with Infantino in 2016, 
he had denied a third meeting 
reported by media to have 
occurred in 2017, prompting a 
disciplinary probe by the agency 
that supervises the attorney 
general’s office.

He later said he did not recall 
the third meeting but that it 
must have occurred based on 
diary entries and text messages.

Lauber officially tendered 
his resignation on Tuesday, his 
office said, with his last day of 

active duty set for Aug. 31.
T h e  A B - BA  wa t c h d o g 

said Keller had now opened 
proceedings against both 
Infantino and regional public 
prosecutor Rinaldo Arnold who 
was involved in the meetings 
and was seeking parliamentary 
approval to have Lauber’s 
immunity from prosecution 
waived.

“I take note of the fact that a 
lawsuit has been opened. This is 
actually a logical step to clarify 
the facts,” Arnold told Reuters. 
“It should be mentioned that a 
case against me was closed last 
spring last year.”

 (Reuters.)


