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THE AFRICAN STORY

Zambia’s Debt Relief 
Request Rejected
Holders of Zambia’s $3 billion 
of Eurobonds voted against 
the country’s proposal to 
suspend interest payments for 
six months, after skipping a 
$42.5 million coupon on Octo-
ber 14. �is means the country 
has to either pay the arrears or 
trigger a default event that 
could leave the government 
shut out of debt markets for 
years.
In a statement, Zambia’s min-
ister of finance Bwalya Ng’an-
du conceded and announced 
that the modifications and 
waivers, including the defer-
ral of interest payments due 
on each of the bonds during 
the period from 14th October 
2020 until 14th April 2021, 
requested by Zambia will not 
be implemented.
Dr Ng’andu said the govern-
ment regrets that the bond-
holders did not approve the 
requests made by Zambia in 
good faith, but that the coun-
try remains committed to 
finding a consensual and 
collaborative resolution to 
debt sustainability issues.
he said in light of the fiscal and 
economic challenges the 
country faces, Zambia will 
continue to engage in con-
structive dialogue and share 
information with the adhoc 
committee of bondholders 
and all other creditors in order 
to agree a resolution that 
would gather support from all 
its creditors.
Ng’andu added that the coun-
try also remains resolute to 
adhere to the principle of 

transparency in its engage-
ments with the creditors.
Meanwhile, Zambia’s largest 
opposition political party, 
UPND leader, Hakainde 
Hichilema is urging govern-
ment to scale up the engage-
ment with all of Zambia’s 
creditors, especially the 
bondholders, who feel that 
the level of engagement has 
so far fallen short.
Hichilema says this process 
must be handled with seri-
ousness, transparency and 
honest on the part of gov-
ernment to demonstrate the 
expected seriousness and 
commitment to finding 
acceptable solutions after 
the country defaulted 
following its failure to pay a 
$42.5 million coupon, 
making Zambia the first 
country to default in the 
covid 19 era.
Hichilema is proposing that 
the 2021 national budget be 
revised as it is the tool 
through which the country 
manages its public finances 
by cutting all wasteful 
expenditures and huge 
emoluments spent on politi-
cians.
Reacting to Zambia’s failure 
to pay back the debt, the 
UPND leader insists that 
Zambia should pay the $42.5 
million it defaulted on to 
unlock the support the 
country needs from the 
bondholders, as it embarks 
on more critical negotiations 
to restructure debt.
He is of the view that Zambia 
must immediately engage 

the international monetary 
fund (IMF) and request for a 
staff programme, as a basis 
to embark on the journey to 
earn Zambia’s credibility, 
creditworthiness, and a path 
to fully-fledged support. 
Hichilema has since urged 
government to come clean 
and be transparent about 
Zambia’s total debt exposure 
which must cover the terms 
on which the debt was con-
tracted, interest rates and 
maturity profiles.
Action-Aid Zambia is con-
cerned with the latest devel-
opments over worsening 
credit ratings with dwin-
dling prospects to attract 
future financing and conse-
quences and penalties aris-
ing from the Eurobond debt 
default.
Zambia defaulted on its 
interest payments on the 
us$3 billion Eurobonds as of 
Friday 13th November 2020 
after bondholders rejected 
government’s request for six 
months interest payment 

relief.
Nalucha Ziba, the 
Action-Aid Zambia country 
director says Fitch ratings, a 
credit rating agency already 
downgraded Zambia to 
almost junk status after gov-
ernment sought to delay 
interest payments to bond-
holders in September 2020 
and this puts Zambia in an 
awkward position to attract 
sustainable foreign invest-
ment which responds to the 
economic needs of the 
country.
She says that with a poor 
credit rating this will affect 
investor confidence and 
eventually lead to capital 
flight and further weaken 
the economy by the possible 
contraction of the gross 
domestic product –GDP- as 
well as currency deprecia-
tion.
Ziba is also calling for trans-
parency on Zambia’s debt to 
china and conditions 
involved.

(Phoenixnews)
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Under the theme "Communi-
cation in a Changing World; 
Challenges and Opportuni-
ties", Zambia will make histo-
ry this November as the first 
African nation to host the 
World Communication 
Forum, from 24-25 November 
2020.
�e two-day event will be 
co-organised by the Govern-
ment of the Republic of 
Zambia in partnership with 

the World Communication 
Forum Association (WCFA) 
will be held in the country’s 
capital city, Lusaka.
South African Solly Moeng, 
vice president of the World 
Communication Forum 
Association, has been invited 
by the government of Zambia 
to participate in the event. He 
will also present a master 
class in crisis communica-
tion.
�e forum will bring together 

professional communicators 
from various fields, including 
media, technology, diploma-
cy, tourism, public relations, 
advertising, research, mar-
keting, brand management, 
and academia. �ey will come 
from different parts of Africa 
and other parts of the world 
to talk about how communi-
cation shapes all aspects of 
life, including health sensiti-
sation, political cooperation 
and conflict resolution.

�e forum will focus on five 
thematic areas, namely 
media as a driver of social 
development, territorial and 
country branding, crisis 
management, peace keeping 
and digitalization.
On day one, five interactive 
panels will be held with 
discussion topics that include 
“Media under Construction: 
Building Trust in a 
Post-Truth World”, "Crisis 
Survival: Turning a Bad Situ-

ation into Good Business" and 
"Fighting Words: How to 
Stop Conflict through Com-
munication". 
�e second day will involve 
exclusive master classes 
providing in-depth insight 
into the ever-changing 
nature of digital communica-
tions and crisis communica-
tions. 
Apart from a number of local 
speakers, such as Patrick 
Mutimushi of the Zambia 
Information and Communi-
cations Technology Authority 
(ZICTA), other speakers 
include Irina Shreyber of the 
European Organisation for 
Nuclear Research, Charles 
Mafa of BBC Media Action, 
and Dr. Rose 
Fumpa-Makano, Dag Ham-
markjold of the Institute for 
Peace and Conflict Studies, 
and Amos Chanda, Former 
PR & Media Special Advisor to 
the Zambian President.
“It is exciting that the com-
munication profession is 
being taken so seriously in 
Africa, beyond the traditional 
spin”, said Moeng, “as we 
enter deeper into a digitized 
world, all brands - personal, 
corporate, and public - have 
to master the art of adapting 
their brand communication 
to align with an increasing 
number of digital platforms 
and stakeholder communi-
ties. Any mistakes in this area 
can be very costly indeed.”
( Bizcom.)

A Malawi magistrate released 
self-proclaimed prophet and 
businessman Shepherd Bushiri 
and his wife Mary from custo-
dy last week �ursday, saying 
the arrest of the couple, who 
face charges of money-laun-
dering, theft and fraud in 
South Africa, was illegal.
Principal Resident Magistrate 
Viva Nyimba said the couple's 
arrest in Malawi on Wednes-

day went against the coun-
try's laws and ordered the 
two to be freed without bail 
"in the interest of justice."
Bushiri, a pastor, has a large 
social media following and a 
lifestyle that includes expen-
sive clothes, mansions and 
sports cars. He claims to be 
able to cure many illnesses 
and blindness and promises 
to deliver his followers from 

poverty.
Malawi police arrested Bushi-
ri after he skipped bail in 
South Africa and fled to his 
home country. Bushiri has 
said his life is in danger in 
South Africa and he believes 
he will not have a fair trial.
He and his wife were awaiting 
trial on charges of mon-
ey-laundering, theft and 
fraud in South Africa, but it 

emerged over the weekend 
that they had been smuggled 
out of the country to Malawi's 
capital Lilongwe, according 
to the BBC.
�at prompted a South Afri-
can court to issue two war-
rants for Bushiri's arrest. 
�ere has been a simmering 
diplomatic row between 
Malawi and South Africa over 
who was to blame for his 

escape.
"We're aware of bilateral 
relationship between the two 
countries, but the rule of law 
must prevail," Nyimba said.
South Africa's Justice Minis-
ter Ronald Lamola told a news 
conference on �ursday that 
the National Prosecuting 
Authority and elite police 
unit the Hawks were compil-
ing a formal extradition 
request for the Bushiris and 
that the government hoped to 
file the extradition papers 
within two weeks.
"We are convinced that the 
Bushiris will come back to 
South Africa to stand trial," 
Lamola said.
Before their court appear-
ance, supporters pushed and 
shoved to enter the court 
room, carrying placards that 
urged the government from 
extraditing the couple.
Back in South Africa the 
Bushiris forfeited their 5.5 
million rand ($355,700) 
property after the pair violat-
ed their bail conditions.
�e visibly relieved pastor 
walked out of court in the 
Malawian administrative 
capital Lilongwe, punching 
the air and told journalists: 
"We believe that justice is 
about to prevail."
"My life is more precious than 
the assets in South Africa." 
(Reuters.)

Zambia to host World 
Communication Forum

Malawi court frees pastor wanted in 
South Africa for fraud, money-laundering
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CHICKEN MESH 

1.2X13MM P/M  KD

I01010502
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HOSE TRUFLAT LAY 

50MMX100M P/M

L05010548

P20.
00

HOSE TRUFLAT LAY 

75MMX100M P/M

L05010549

FREE
30KM
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FOR FURTHER DISTANCES

ENQUIRE IN-STORE.
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@MontCateringAndRefrigeration
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27 STORES IN BOTSWANA & EXPANDING
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TEL: 3927558

TLOKWENG

TEL: 3914803

MOLEPOLOLE

TEL: 5921603
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TEL: 5306519
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TEL: 5442369

MOSHUPA

TEL: 5449510

NKOYAPHIRI

CELL: 73048490

THAMAGA

TEL: 5999377

METSIMOTLHABE

TEL: 3915255

RAMOTSWA

TEL: 5391212

GHANZI

TEL: 6511835

MAUN

TEL: 6863188

SHAKAWE

CELL: 72776999

BROADHURST

CELL: 72776999

TSABONG

TEL: 6542010

KANG

TEL: 6517795

Specials are valid while stock last. We reserve the right to limit quantities. Prices exclude accessories used for display purposes. All prices are 

VAT inclusive. Whilst utmost care has been taken to ensure that price are correct at the time of going to press, Builders Mart cannot be held 
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P33.
00

LED TUBE LIGHT GLASS 9W 

600MM T8 800LM 

6500K MIDEA

MDLLT806R-09W

P18.
00

LED TUBE LIGHT 16W 

1200MM T8 1700LM 

6500K MIDEA 

MDL-TUT816W-04

BLACK

FRIDAY

Deals

P345.
00

FENCE BARBED WIRE 

SINGLE 17KG LOCAL

I01020401

P13.
00

ELEC CLASSIC BULB 

CFL B22 2U 

9W.11W,15W KD

G00040203

P13.
00

ELEC CLASSIC BULB 

CFL B22 3U 

9W,11W,15W KD

G00040202

P13.
00

ELEC CLASSIC BULB 

CFL E27 2U 

9W,11W.15W KD

G00040205

P13.
00

ELEC CLASSIC BULB 

CFL E27 3U 

9W,11W,15W KD

G00040204

P28.
00

SHADE NET 80% 120GR 

BLACK 1.9M KD

L05080314

P29.
00

SHADE NET 80% 120GR 

GREEN 1.9M  KD

L05080315

P39.
00

FLASH BAND 

100MMX2.5M 

HP1277  KD

A12060206

P29.
00

FLASH BAND 

75MMX2.5M 

HP1276  KD

A12060205

P20.
00

FLASH BAND 

50MMX2.5M 

HP1275  KD

A12060204

P51.
00

STEEL ROUND BAR 

12MM X 6.0M

P01010104

P0.
50

CLAMP HOSE 

25MM KD

N08012309

P19.
00

FIBER GLASS TAPE 

DRYWALL 50MMX45M 

SELF ADHESIVE  KD

A11030224

P201.
00

DOOR 

SAPELE PRINT

F03010206

P43.
00

TAPE REFLECTIVE 

RED/YELOW 50MMX5M KD

X07030412

P55.
00

LED TUBE LIGHT 24W 

1500MM T8 2200LM 

6500K MIDEA  

MDL-TUT824W-04

P5,299.
99

HISENSE 

18000BTU 

HI WALL SPLIT R410

AS18HR

P4,199.
99

HISENSE 

12000BTU 

HI WALL SPLIT R410

AS12HR

Price excludes installation and material

72776999

P926.
00

 

WATER DISPENSER 

HOT NORMAL COLD & 

FRIDGE WHITE DIG

YL1661S-W

P792.
00

 

WATER DISPENSER 

HOT NORMAL & 

COLD WHITE

YL1740S-W

P1,153.
00

 

WATER DISPENSER 

HOT NORMAL 

COLD & FRIDGE 

BLK/ALUM

YL1674S-W

Bottle 
Sold 

Separately

Bottle 
Sold 

Separately

P89.
00

WATER 

DISPENSER 

BOTTLE ONLY

WD/BO

P39,999.
99

 
SCOTSMAN 

ICE CUBE MACHINE 

320KG + BIN

MV606 & B320BIN

(Produces 320kg Ice Cubes / 24Hrs)

P10,859.
99

  
SCOTSMAN ICE CUBE 

MACHINE 46KG EC46

(Produces 46kg cubes / 24Hrs
 - with self storage bin)

CONTACT: 7679-4129 / 390-0121

Web: www.buildersmart.co.bw

@KamosoAfrica

Web: www.kamoso.com

#KamosoAfrica
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Dynamic Intellectual Services 
is a LEA assisted enterprise based 
in Mogobane that specializes 
in small stock production. For 
someone with interests in the 
Agriculture sector, Mr. Frederick 
Motswaborwa had previously 
tried a horticulture project, 
but due to limited funding for 
the project, he diverted his 
attention and followed his dream 
of becoming a small stock farmer. 

(LEA) through Ramotswa Branch 
has over the years supported 

Dynamic Intellectual Services 
with various interventions to 
upskill the employees, provide 
business management support 
services that have transformed 
the since 2014. Before venturing 
into small stock production, 
Mr Motswaborwa was enrolled 
for attachment at the LEA Glen 
Valley Horticulture Incubator 
to train and empower him on 
hydroponics production. LEA 
also assisted him to develop 
a business plan and access 
funding through the Youth 
Development Fund to start a 

small stock farming project. 
Dynamic Intellectual Services 
currently has a capacity of 60 
breeding stock (goats) and 50 
breeding stock (sheep).

�e business continues to 
benefit from other LEA services 
that include business advisory, 
coaching, on-site monitoring as 

owner has also received training 
on Records Keeping to enhance 
business management skills 
and operational efficiencies. 
Furthermore, LEA facilitated 

  seitinutroppo sseccA tekraM
and  participation at various 
exhibition; platforms that 
enabled the client to market 
his products and establish 
supply opportunities. Dynamic 
Intellectual Services currently 
supplies several markets 
including local butcheries, 
Government schemes and 
individual members of the public 
in and around Ramotswa.  

“LEA has given me the green 
light in business. Initially I had 
interest in hydroponics but 

later diverted into small stock 
production because of the 
empowerment interventions 
LEA gave me. I want to encourage 
other entrepreneurs to visit 
LEA offices for guidance and 
to progress their businesses.” 
Said Mr. Motswaborwa

CONTACTS:

CONTACTS:
Mobile: 76637939

Email: 
fredericmotswaborwa@yahoo.com

6

LEA Continues To Empower And 
Capacitate SMMEs 

Business & Finance (SMME’s)
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By Emmanuel Allottey

By Emmanuel Allottey

COVID-19 has delivered an 
enormous setback to the 
growth prospects of many 
economies in Africa. Most 
recently, Zambia became the 
first African country to default 
on its foreign debt, setting the 
stage for what to expect in the 
coming years and beyond. 
Africa is no stranger to crisis 
and challenges, however the 
magnitude of the impact of 
COVID-19 is threatening to 

reverse the development 
progress made in the last 20 
years.
 Africa’s largest economies 
are anticipating a contrac-
tion in economic activity 
and have downgraded their 
domestic outlooks. �e con-
tinued decline in economic 
activity will lead to the 
worst recession in Africa’s 
history. 
�ings to expect in 2021 
include: 

National Budget deficits: 
Majority of African econo-
mies are run on budget defi-
cits. A budget deficit is the 
shortfall between govern-
ment spending and revenue 
generated.  Budget deficits 
will widen next year as gov-
ernments seek to reboot 
their economies by strategic 
spending and other stimulus 
initiatives and to cushion it 
from the unprecedented 
shock brought about by 

COVID-19. �ese initiatives 
will create a delay in the 
achievement of national 
development goals as 
immediate priority is 
economic recovery. 
Commodity price volatility: 
African nations are com-
modity dependent and 
commodity price volatility 
poses a big risk to economic 
recovery in 2021. Revenue 
earnings from the export of 
commodities will be 

impacted. �e price of Oil, 
mining and other precious 
metals have been volatile and 
will continue to display this 
pattern as uncertainty around 
COVID-19 remains.  
High unemployment and 
increased Job losses: the 
impact of government-im-
posed lockdowns meant to 
curb the spread of the coro-
navirus has have resulted in 
reduction in economic activi-
ty and ultimately reduced 
national output. Businesses in 
specific sectors of the econo-
my such as aviation, restau-
rant and hospitality have 
been adversely impacted. 
Employer’s have been forced 
to make job cuts, freeze hiring 
to ensure business survival. 
�e government, being the 
largest employer in most 
nations may have to freeze 
hiring and where possible 
consolidate resources as well 
as limit civil servant’s salary 
increases in order to manage 
expenditure. Youth unem-
ployment will continue to 
worsen as opportunities for 
employment reduce with 
reduced economic activity. 
�e global spread of 
COVID-19 represents a mas-
sive challenge for developing 
countries and has aggravated 
pre-existing pressures faced 
by nations in Africa. 2021 will 
mandate unprecedented 
collaboration, innovation and 
decision making as African 
nations endeavour to emerge 
from the doldrums of pover-
ty. 

�e festive season is here and 
for consumer spending this is 
the busiest season in the retail 
calendar year.  COVID-19 has 

subdued the retail industry 
with significant impacts to 
consumer behaviour, prod-
uct demand however 

analysts predict a boom in 
spending this year as indi-
viduals look to unwind and 
forget the gruesome effects 
of the coronavirus on their 

lives. 
As the holiday shopping 
seasons kicks off with Black 
Friday try to avoid the 
following traps.   
Paying Exorbitant Interest – 
the cost of spending money 
that is not yours is the inter-
est rate. Be wary of the rate 
offered on all financial prod-
ucts. �e more convenient 
and easily available the 
product is, the tendency to 
charge a higher interest rate. 
Avoid the temptation to pay 
only the minimum repay-
ment due, this will increase 
the interest being accumu-
lated.
Payment plan purchases – 
avoid buying things using 
payment terms spread 
across a period, even if it 
comes with no interest. �is 
trap is to get you locked into 
making long term payments 
and creating obligations for 
the new year. 
Paying bills too late – due to 
the holidays in the month 
the date for settling bills 
may get missed. Paying your 
bills late might set-off a 
whole chain reaction of 
compounded expenses 
ending up creating financial 
pressure. Organize your 
cash flows well and handle 
your monthly money obli-
gation diligently and with 

extra care.
Investment scams – be 
extremely alert to unsolicited 
investment advice or pres-
sures you to invest in some-
thing with seemingly high 
returns with zero risk. Avoid 
all such encounters and only 
leads to financial loss. 
Impulsive spending – avoid 
exceeding your budget during 
the festive season. Decide in 
advance how much you can 
comfortably afford to spend 
but still take advantage of all 
the great holiday deals. 
Majority of non-necessity 
purchases, most consumers 
make is based on emotion. 
Entertainment spending – 
holidays are all about enter-
tainment, but you should still 
budget for it. Give yourself a 
little room to spend on the 
things you really want to do 
and keep it under control.
Not Saving - now is a good 
time to start putting extra 
cash away so you can be ready 
for the additional spending 
and coming year. With 
lessons gained from the 
unexpected impact of the 
coronavirus the habit of 
saving should not be stopped.  
Enjoy the festive season and 
remember spending more 
than you can afford can lead 
to financial hardship.

2021 Economic Predictions 
– Adapting to Crisis in Africa

7 Money traps to avoid 
this Festive Season



Echo Newspaper  23 Nov - 29 Nov  2020 9 Echo Report

NOW YOU CAN
WATCH YTV ON
ANY FREE-TO-AIR
DECODER

Email us at info@ytv.co.bw
Or inbox our YTV Botswana 
Facebook Page

CALL US
 3957654



Echo Newspaper  23 Nov - 29 Nov  2020 10Echo Report

African countries face another 
debt crisis and will need more 
long-term help than the latest 
G20 debt plan offers them to 
ward off trouble ahead and keep 
much-needed investments 
coming in, according to policy-
makers, analysts and investors.
Around 40% of sub-Saharan 
African countries were in or at 
risk of debt distress even before 
this year, while Zambia became 
the continent's first pandem-
ic-era default last Friday.
�e United States, China and 
other G20 countries have 
offered the world's poorest 
countries - many of which are 
in Africa - relief until at least 
mid-2021 and sketched out 
rules for rescheduling govern-
ment debt to help fend off the 
risk of default in the wake of the 
coronavirus crisis.
But these plans to provide 
near-term breathing space 
might not go far enough.
"In 2021 a robust liquidity and 
structural response, recovery 
and reset toolbox must be 
developed in partnership 
between emerging markets, the 
private sector and the G20," 
warned Vera Songwe, executive 
secretary at the UN Economic 
Commission for Africa.
Songwe is pushing for measures 
to unlock $500 billion to help 
avoid leaving lasting scars due 

to prolonged funding gaps in 
the poorest economies.
�e debt ratios of sub-Saharan 
African countries had already 
risen sharply before 
COVID-19, just over a decade 
after the International Mone-
tary Fund and World Bank 
launched the Highly Indebted 
Poor Countries (HIPC) initia-
tive that slashed the debt 
burdens of some 30 low-in-
come countries on the conti-
nent.
Fast forward to the year of the 
pandemic and sub-Saharan 
Africa is on track for a record 
3% economic contraction this 
year, while debt-to-GDP 
ratios have doubled over the 
last decade to 57%, the IMF 
found.
"We are definitely already in a 
debt crisis, there is no question 
about that," said Bryan Carter, 
head of global emerging 
markets debt at HSBC, refer-
ring to poor countries around 
the globe.
"I worry about 2021. I worry 
about a deal in which many 
countries who will once again 
have to finance themselves in a 
slow or even recessionary 
economic environment where 
a vaccine is not yet globally 
available. For many countries, 
that is one year too many to 
finance themselves."

Some countries will need help 
with their debt stock, not just 
with payments.
Politicians such as Ethiopia's 
prime minister and Ghana's 
finance minister as well as 
campaign groups have pushed 
for outright debt cancellations, 
on top of widespread calls for a 
longer suspension of servicing 
and repayment for the conti-
nent's poorest countries.
Others such as UNECA and 
some private investors have 
also suggested the strength of 
development banks could be 
leveraged through loans and 
guarantees to bring down 
borrowing costs for countries 
under the most pressure.
"�ere are definitely some 
countries, like Zambia and 
Angola or Ghana, that are in 
pretty fragile spots right now," 
said S&P Global Ratings sover-
eign group managing director 
Roberto Sifon-Arevalo, adding 
that the proposed plans did not 
tackle structural problems. 
"You need something much 
more profound and deeper and 
holistic than this particular 
approach."
African countries make up half 
of the 73 countries eligible for 
the G20 Debt Service Suspen-
sion Initiative (DSSI).
Much has changed since the 
HIPC initiative when money 

was mainly owed to wealthy 
countries and multilateral 
institutions. Now, a plethora 
of creditors makes help more 
complicated.
China plays a key role: Its 
government, banks and com-
panies lent some $143 billion to 
Africa from 2000 to 2017, 
according to Johns Hopkins 
University.
"About 10 African countries 
have a debt problem with 
China," said Eric Olander, 
co-founder of �e China-Afri-
ca Project, adding that Chinese 
lending was concentrated in a 
small number of countries. 
"Djibouti, Ethiopia, Kenya, 
Angola, Zambia - they all have 
very serious debt issues."
A third of the $30.5 billion of 
public debt service payments 
due in 2021 by DSSI-eligible 
sub-Saharan African nations is 
owed to official Chinese credi-
tors while a further 10% is 
linked to the China Develop-
ment Bank, the Institute of 
International Finance calcu-
lated.
China signing up to the G20 
framework was widely 
welcomed, although many 
have criticised a lack of trans-
parency in its lending.
"If you look at China, the loans 
are mostly shrouded in secre-
cy," said Nalucha Nganga Ziba, 

Zambia country director for 
anti-poverty charity Action-
Aid.
But shifting payments under 
the G20 deal from the near- to 
the medium-term could 
simply be pushing the problem 
down the road. For example, 
Scope Ratings calculates that 
Angola taking part in the DSSI 
could push up its debt-servic-
ing requirements from 2022 to 
2024 by more than 1% of GDP 
per year.
A bump in Eurobond payments 
following a debt sale bonanza 
that saw the African hard-cur-
rency debt markets surpass the 
$100 billion mark in 2019 could 
add to the pressure.
With dollar-bond yields 
hovering close to double digits, 
governments such as Angola, 
Ghana and Mozambique would 
struggle to tap markets at the 
moment.
Indeed, no sub-Saharan 
African government has sold 
Eurobonds since Gabon and 
Ghana in February, before 
COVID-19 hit.
Nevertheless, access to capital 
markets will be needed to 
refinance but also to help plug 
an external financing gap 
which the IMF estimates at as 
much as $410 billion over the 
next three years.
"�e potential battle is really 
going to be between countries 
wanting to grow, and inves-
tors saying we need to talk 
about fiscal consolidation 
straightaway," said Andrew 
Macfarlane, EM credit strate-
gist at BofA.  (Reuters.)

As new debt crisis looms, Africa 
needs more than world is offering
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GABORONE, BOTSWANA 

DE BEERS GROUP ROUGH DIAMOND SALES FOR CYCLE 9, 
2020 

De Beers Group today announced the value of rough diamond sales (Global Sightholder Sales and Auctions) 
for the ninth sales cycle of 2020. Owing to the restrictions on the movement of people and products in various 
jurisdictions around the globe, De Beers Group has continued to implement a more flexible approach to rough 
diamond sales during the ninth sales cycle of 2020, with the Sight event extended beyond its normal week-
long duration. As a result, the provisional rough diamond sales figure quoted for Cycle 9 represents the 
expected sales value for the period 2 November to 16 November and remains subject to adjustment based 
on final completed sales. 
 
 

 Cycle 9 2020 
(provisional)1 

Cycle 8 2020 
(actual)2 

Cycle 9 2019 
 (actual) 

Sales value3($m)  450 467 400 
Notes to this table are shown at the bottom of this page. 
 
 
Bruce Cleaver, CEO, De Beers Group, said: “Steady demand for De Beers Group’s rough diamonds continued 
in the ninth sales cycle of the year, reflecting stable consumer demand for diamond jewellery at the retail 
level in the US and China, and expectations for reasonable demand to continue throughout the holiday 
season. However, the resurgence of Covid-19 infections in several consumer markets presents ongoing 
risks.” 
 

- ends 
 
  

                                                           
1 Cycle 9 2020 provisional sales value represents sales as at 16 November 2020. 
2  Cycle 8 2020 actual sales value represents sales between the dates of 21 September and 9 October. 
3 Sales values are quoted on a consolidated accounting basis. Auction sales included in a given cycle are the sum of all sales 
 between the end of the preceding cycle and the end of the noted cycle. 

African Development Fund 
Grants To Bolster Response 
to COVID-19
�e Board of the African Devel-
opment Fund on last week  
approved grants worth $28.233 
million to Sudan to shore up the 
country’s health system to effec-
tively respond and contain the 
COVID-19 pandemic, mitigate 
its social and economic impacts 
and build resilience to future 
pandemics, including 
climate-induced outbreaks. 
�e funding will take the form of 
an African Development Fund 
grant of $26.47 million and a 
$1.764 million grant sourced 
from the Bank’s Transitional 
Support Facility Envelope. �e 
grants are being provided under 
the African Development Bank’s 
COVID-19 Response Facility.
Under the project, four compo-
nents will be rolled out at 
national and regional levels: 
Strengthening health systems 
and building resilience to 
respond to COVID-19 and future 
epidemics and pandemics; 
enhancing community engage-
ment and risk communication; 
strengthening laboratory testing 
and surveillance; and project 
management.  
�e first component will include 
increasing intensive care units 
(ICUs), medical equipment and 
infrastructure and the establish-
ment of isolation centers. �e 
second element will include 
sensitization and community 
engagement on mask wearing 
and other hygiene practices as 
well as anti-stigma efforts. �e 
proposed laboratory testing and 
surveillance interventions 
include epidemiological surveil-
lance and rapid response, as well 
as trainings and adoption of 
standard testing procedures. �e 
fourth component is for the 
project’s recruitment, manage-
ment and administrative func-
tions. 
�e COVID-19 pandemic and its 
effects are expected to undo 
economic gains the country has 
made over the last five years as 
well as slow its economic recov-
ery. Growth in 2020 is projected 
to contract by as much as 8.9% 
owing to the pandemic. Sudan 
also faces high likelihood of 
increasing poverty, high youth 
unemployment and vulnerabili-
ty to extreme climate events 
such as drought, desertification, 
deforestation and flooding. 
�e project is aligned with the 
Government of Sudan’s 
COVID-19 Preparedness and 
Response Plan as well as the 
Bank’s Ten-Year Strategy, and 
the High 5 agenda on Improving 
the Quality of Life for the People 
of Africa. It complements other 
COVID-19 response support that 
the Bank is providing to the East 
African Community (EAC), the 
Inter-Governmental Authority 
on Development (IGAD) and the 
Africa Centers for Disease 

Control and Prevention (Africa CDC) 
under the auspices of the African 
Union (AU). 
“By this approval, �e African 
Development Bank has shown 
continued commitment to empow-
ering the people of Sudan to contain 
this pandemic while supporting the 
government of Sudan’s quest for 
economic development of its 
people”. �is according to the Coun-
try Manager, Raubil Durowoju.
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�e Namibia Hake Trawl and 
Longline Fishery has become 
the first fishery in Namibia, and 
the second in Africa, to meet the 
globally recognised standard for 
sustainable fishing set by the 
Marine Stewardship Council 
(MSC), an environmental not 
for profit.
�e certification recognises 
progress made by the Namibian 
government and fishing indus-
try in rebuilding hake stocks1, 
which in the past were deci-
mated by overfishing by foreign 
fleets2. To be MSC-certified, a 
fishery must show the fish stock 
is healthy, that it minimises its 
impact on the environment and 
has effective management in 
place3.
A global surge in consumer 
interest in sustainably sourced 
products means demand is 
outpacing supply. MSC certifi-
cation will ensure the fishery 
can continue to export to 
markets in southern Europe and 
will help it expand into retail 
markets in northern Europe. 
Supermarkets and brands in 
these markets often prefer the 
fish and seafood they stock to be 
MSC-certified.
Fishing is the third largest 
sector of Namibia’s economy, 
with hake making up the 
majority of the sector and 
directly employing more than 
10,000 people. �e bulk of hake 
industry jobs go to women, who 

clean, fillet and pack the fish 
for export in factories around 
the ports where the hake is 
landed. MSC certification is 
expected to help the sector 
grow, benefiting the econo-
my, communities and creating 
more jobs.
Dr A Kawana, Minister of 
Fisheries and Marine Resourc-
es, Government of Namibia: 
As custodians of our natural 
resources, it is our responsbil-
ity to manage Namibia’s 
fisheries in a way that ensures 
the long-term health and 
biodiversity of the oceans and, 
at the same time, allows our 
fishing industry to maximise 
the value of the resource for 
the current and future genera-
tions of the Namibian people in 
line with the provisions of 
article 95(l) of the Namibian 
constitution. We have worked 
hard to rebuild hake stocks 
that were historically over-
fished. MSC certification of the 
Namibian Hake is an indepen-
dent endorsement that our 
efforts are working, and a 
signal to retailers, brands and 
fish lovers around the world 
that the Namibian Hake is 
sustainable and it is here to 
stay.4
Peter Pahl, chair of the 
Namibian Hake Fishing Asso-
ciation, said:
Demand for sustainable hake 
is growing, especially in 

Europe. Having MSC certifica-
tion will help the Namibian 
hake industry stay competitive 
and meet demand in our exist-
ing markets, as well as expand 
into new markets where 
retailers and brands preferen-
tially stock MSC-certified fish 
to meet their consumers’ 
expectations. Now we have 
certification, we hope to see 
our numbers grow, benefiting 
Namibians, communities, the 
economy and, of course, the 
oceans.
Nomad Foods, which owns the 
Birdseye, Findus and Iglo 
brands and has committed to 
source 100% of its fish and 
seafood from sustainable 
sources by the end of 2025, 
welcomed the certification.

Stefan Descheemaeker, CEO at 
Nomad Foods, said:
As the world’s largest buyer of 
certified wild-caught white 
fish, and a proud co-founder of 
the MSC, we have a key role to 
play in encouraging fisheries to 
continuously improve their 
practices to ensure the health 
of fish stocks, vulnerable 
species and ocean habitats. 
�is requires a long-term view 
and collaboration across the 
supply chain. With more than 
95% of our raw material 
already externally certified, we 
are increasing our focus on fish 
species that make up the 

remainder of our portfolio, 
including Namibian hake. We 
have supported the Namibia 
Hake Trawl and Longline Fish-
ery on its certification journey 
for a number of years and 
expect to be one of the first 
companies to bring products 
made from MSC-certified 
Namibian hake to European 
consumers.
�e Namibian Hake Fishery, 
which operates on a much 
larger scale than many fisher-
ies in the global south, will add 
up to 160,000 tonnes of 
sustainable hake into the 
supply chain.

Michael Marriott, MSC 
programme manager: Africa, 
Middle East and South Asia, 
said: 
�e Namibian hake fishery’s 
achievements are a great 
example of how the MSC 
programme works in partner-
ship with governments, scien-
tists and the industry to drive 
change. Around 60% of all 
seafood is caught in the global 
south, where it is a vital source 
of protein. Interest and 
engagement in our programme 
has been growing sharply 
across emerging economies. 
We want to work with more 
fisheries and governments in 
the region and hope that more 
will be encouraged by the 
Namibian hake’s success. 
Bizcommunity.

Namibian fishery is second in 
Africa to be certified as sustainable
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Wilderness Safaris has 
revealed its 2020 Africa in 
Focus Photo Competition 
winners, after the judges 
received an array of powerful 
entries in this fourth annual 
showcase of the amazing 
continent, celebrating Africa’s 
spectacular landscapes, 
unparalleled wildlife and 
culturally rich, welcoming 
people. 
A total of ZAR250 000 was also 
raised from the entry fees and 
will be donated to Wilderness 
Safaris’ COVID-Relief Conser-
vation Heroes programme.  
“With the global COVID-19 

pandemic inhibiting travel 
this year, and challenging us 
on so ma nylevels, it is now 
more than ever that we need 
to reminisce – and dream – of 
Africa’s beauty, adventure, 
wide-open spaces, and true 
wilderness. We are thrilled 
with the success of this year’s 
competition, showing that 
despite the challenges the 
world is facing, we are still 
connected by the desire to 
travel, and to celebrate our 
shared experiences in a way 
that inspires positive action”, 
notes Hadley Allen, Wilder-
ness Safaris Chief Commer-

cial Officer. 
Sponsored by, and in part-
nership with Olympus, Wild 
Shots Wildlife Photography 
Conference and C4 Photo 
Safaris, the competition com-
prised four categories: Afri-
can Wildlife, African Land-
scape, Conserving Africa’s 
Wilderness, and People/Cul-
tures and Communities of 
Africa. Entries were not 
limited to Wilderness Safaris 
areas; instead, photogra-
phers, guests, partners, 
intrepid travellers and Africa 
enthusiasts were invited to 
submit any of their favourite 

images taken anywhere in 
Africa.
Headed by award-winning 
South African photographer, 
Isak Pretorius, this year’s 
judging panel also included 
two of last year’s winners, 
Trevor Cole, who was the 
Overall Winner, as well 
Buddy Eleazer, who won the 
People’s Choice Award. Join-
ing them were world-re-
nowned photography 
experts Keith Ladzinski, 
Shannon Wild, Chris 
Eyre-Walker and Gaël vande 
Weghe.
Over 3 800 images were 

submitted this year by 641 
photographers, and 12 920 
people voted in the People’s 
Choice Award. �e overall 
winner was Lance Van de 
Vyver for his striking image 
titled ‘Scaly Protection’, 
taken at Tswalu Private Game 
Reserve, South Africa. Lance 
wins a nine-night safari for 
two people sharing at a choice 
of three Wilderness Safaris 
Classic camps in Botswana, 
Namibia, Zambia or Zimba-
bwe, as well as a private pho-
tographic guide, internation-
al flights (economy) to the 
destination country, and 
Wilderness Air charter 
flights, all valued at USD20 
000.
“We were really impressed 
with the range and quality of 
images received this year, 
and enormously thankful to 
our judges for their time and 
expertise in choosing such 
compelling winning shots. 
We are also proud to channel 
the funds raised from the 
entry fees to our Conserva-
tion Heroes campaign, to be 
used in providing ongoing 
food security and sanitation 
to all our local communities, 
and protecting wildlife and 
wilderness areas against 
increased poaching, at this 
time of reduced tourism 
revenue. We also look 
forward to sharing more 
details about the 2021 compe-
tition details in the next few 
weeks”, concludes Hadley.

According to global market 
research company Euromoni-
tor International's new report 
Accelerating Travel Innova-
tion after Coronavirus, faced 
with the reality of a global 
recession and new waves of 
the virus, countries are using 
innovation to accelerate 
recovery.
In Europe, a strong rebound of 
5% real GDP growth and a 
76% increase in inbound 
receipts are expected in 2021. 

Sustainable tourism will play 
a big part in the recovery 
process, with countries look-
ing to achieve a net positive 
impact for local communi-
ties, especially in destina-
tions suffering from 
over-tourism, like Barcelo-
na. 
With a rise in nature-based 
activities, known for its 
cognitive benefits, Scotland 
is developing a therapeutic 
recovery programme to 

improve mental wellbeing 
post-lockdown.
In the Asia Pacific region, 
recovery is expected within 
three years; relatively quicker 
than Western Europe. Home 
to the world’s largest popula-
tion of internet users, inno-
vation in the region is already 
thriving, with concepts tack-
ling various needs during 
lockdown, including 
customer journey, mobility 
and sustainable destination 

management. With mobile 
sales accounting for 62% of 
all APAC online sales this 
year, this trend will continue 
apace post-pandemic. 

By 2025, Singapore will lead 
online travel sales with an 
average spend of USD1,200 
per person a year.
In the Americas, Panama and 
Argentina are forecast to 

experience a 20% CAGR in 
inbound receipts in 
2021-2025, ahead of the US at 
12% CAGR. Digitalisation is 
accelerating with a wide 
range of technology incorpo-
rated into new travel 
concepts, including AI, auto-
mation, blockchain and the 
Internet of �ings, to create a 
safer, more sustainable and 
seamless travel experience. 
Insights from Euromonitor 
show that 61% of US travel 
companies expect AI to 
impact their business in the 
next five years.
Countries in the Middle East 
are introducing new health 
and hygiene protocols to 
reassure people’s safety. 
Mosques in Saudi Arabia are 
using Ozone technology and 
thermal cameras for mass 
disinfection and temperature 
scanning. While, in Africa, 
the potential for smart 
connected cities is close in 
countries such as South 
Africa and Nigeria, with the 
acceleration in digital identi-
ty creation and rolling out 5G.
For full insights on how each 
region is forecast to perform 
alongside the latest innova-
tion, download Euromonitor 
International’s report Accel-
erating Travel Innovation 
after Coronavirus. Bizcom-
munity.

Wilderness Safaris reveals Africa in 
focus photo competition winners 

Rethinking travel through regenerative 
tourism, tech advancement
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CLASSIFIED ADS
Call 3933805/6 To Advertise.

IN THE HIGH COURT OF THE REPUBLIC OF BOTSWANA  
HELD AT GABORONE

FIRST NATIONAL BANK OF BOTSWANA LIMITED   Plainti�

RAFFIA PROJECTS (PTY) LTD     First Defendant

MOOKETSI WINSTON MAPHANE     Second Defendant

NOTICE OF SALE IN EXECUTION

CASE NO.  CVHGB-002531-19

TAFA J

TERMS OF SALE:                                          Cash or bank guaranteed cheques
DATED AT GABORONE THIS 12th DAY OF NOVEMBER 2020.

    

 

Deputy Sheri� Meshack Moshabi (71623026/71263198)
C/o Serole & Partners
The Courtyard, Lot 54513, Unit 1
P O Box 1679 ABG, Sebele
GABORONE

In the matter between:

And

BE PLEASED TO TAKE NOTICE that pursuant to judgment granted in the above Honourable 
Court on 6th DECEMBER 2019, the Defendant’s property will be sold by auction to the 
highest bidder by Deputy Sheri� MESHACK MOSHABI. 

DATE OF SALE:     4th December 2020
VENUE:                                                     Broadhurst Police Station  
TIME:    10:30 pm

  
PROPERTY TO BE SOLD : 1 x Iveco Mini Truck, Registration No. B 102 ATB, White in 

Colour

IN THE HIGH COURT OF THE REPUBLIC OF BOTSWANA
 HELD AT LOBATSE

FIRST NATIONAL BANK OF BOTSWANA LIMITED   Plainti�

THABEA MPOLOKANG      Defendant

NOTICE OF SALE IN EXECUTION

CASE NO. CVHGB-001346-19

GAREKWE J

TERMS OF SALE:                                          Cash or bank guaranteed cheques
DATED AT GABORONE THIS 17th DAY OF NOVEMBER 2020.

    

 

Deputy Sheri� OMPHEMETSE PETER KAISARA 
(71222244/72195113)
C/o Serole & Partners
The Courtyard, Lot 54513, Unit 1
P O Box 1679 ABG, Sebele
GABORONE

In the matter between:

And

BE PLEASED TO TAKE NOTICE that pursuant to judgment granted in the above Honourable 
Court on 14th AUGUST 2019, the Defendant’s property will be sold by auction to the highest
 bidder by Deputy Sheri� OMPHEMETSE PETER KAISARA. 

DATE OF SALE:     4th December 2020
VENUE:                                                     Broadhurst Police Station  
TIME:    10:30 pm

  
PROPERTY TO BE SOLD : 1 x 1 Honda CRV, Registration No. B 741 BAZ, White in colour, 

1 x 1 Double bed, 1 x 1 Single bed, 1 x 1 OVHG
Decoder, 1 x 1 Sinotec plasma TV, 1 x 1 Defy microwave, 1 x 1 
Diamond 2 burner electric stove, 1 x 1 KIC fridge, 1 x 1 LG 
Washing machine, 1 x 1 KIC deep freezer, 1 x 1 Sky fan, 1 x 1 
Queen bed, 1 x5 Piece dinning set, 1 x 1 Dressing mirrior with 
stand and 1 x 4 Chairs.

KESAOBAKA RATHOLO       Defendant

CASE NO.  CVHGB-001305-2020

KHAN J

TERMS OF SALE:                                          Cash or bank guaranteed cheques

DATED AT GABORONE THIS 9th DAY OF NOVEMBER 2020.

    

In the matter between:

And

DATE:   11th December 2020

TIME OF SALE:   10.30 am

PLACE OF SALE:   Broadhurst Police Station

  PROPERTY TO BE SOLD : 

BE PLEASED TO TAKE NOTICE that pursuant to judgment granted in the above Honourable 
Court on 5th day of SEPTEMBER 2020, the Defendant’s property will be sold by auction to the 

 MESHACK MOSHABI. 

Mazda 3, Registration No. B 218 BHP; Grey in Colour; Engine 
No.Z6715780; Chassis No.JM6BK106280425822, Grey in Color

(71263198/71619553)
C/o Serole & Partners
The Courtyard, Lot 54513, Unit 1
P O Box 1679 ABG, Sebele
GABORONE

Teams will be ranked based on 
the percentage of points earned 
from completed matches to 
determine the finalists of the 
inaugural World Test Champi-
onship (WTC) next year, the 
International Cricket Council 
(ICC) said on �ursday.
�e sport's global governing 
body also decided at its board 
meeting to shift the women's 
Twenty20 World Cup, original-
ly scheduled for 2022 in South 
Africa, to 2023.
�e change in WTC rule, 
prompted by the disruption 
caused by the COVID-19 
pandemic, allowed Australia 
(82.22%) to leapfrog India (75) 
to the top of the standings even 
though Virat Kohli's men had 
accumulated more points. 
England (60.83) are third, 
followed by New Zealand (50).
ICC chief executive Manu 
Sawhney said ranking teams 
based on points earned from 
completed matches reflected 
their performance and "doesn't 
disadvantage teams that have 
been unable to compete all of 
their matches through no fault 
of their own".
�e ICC board also decided 
against extending the WTC 
cycle to allow teams complete 
their quota of matches.
"We explored a whole range of 
options, but our members felt 
strongly that we should proceed 
as planned with the first ever 
World Test Championship Final 
in June next year," Sawhney 
said.
Six test series, including four 
involving Bangladesh, have 
been postponed or cancelled 
because of the pandemic.
�e nine top test teams were 
originally scheduled to play six 
series each over two years in the 
WTC, with the top two making 
the showcase final in London.
�e ICC also decided against 
putting three major women's 
events in 2022, shifting the 
Twenty20 World Cup in South 
Africa to 2023.
Next year's 50-overs World Cup 
in New Zealand had already 
been postponed to 2022 follow-
ing the COVID-19 crisis. Wom-
en's cricket will also make its 
Commonwealth Games debut in 
Birmingham in 2022.  

(Reuters.)

Cricket-ICC 
tweaks test 
championship 
rules, shifts 
women's T20 
World Cup

FOR MORE NEWS GO TO OUR 
WEBSITE.: www.echo.co.bw

BOATLE LIQUOR RESTUARANT (PTY) LTD     First Defendant

MESHACK MOSHABI

CASE NO.  CVHGB-001802-2020

BUSANG J

TERMS OF SALE:                                          Cash or bank guaranteed cheques

DATED AT GABORONE THIS 17th DAY OF NOVEMBER 2020.

    

In the matter between:

And

DATE:   11th December 2020

TIME OF SALE:   10.30 am

PLACE OF SALE:   Broadhurst Police Station

  PROPERTY TO BE SOLD : 

BE PLEASED TO TAKE NOTICE that pursuant to judgment granted in the above Honourable 
Court on 14th AUGUST 2019, the Defendant’s property will be sold by auction to the highest 
bidder by 

1 x 4 desk, 1 x 14 bar chairs, 1 x food display, 1 x chips fryer 
machine, 1 x potato chips slice machine, 1 x 6 wooden bench 

(71623026/71263198)
C/o Serole & Partners
The Courtyard, Lot 54513, Unit 1
P O Box 1679 ABG, Sebele
GABORONE
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In Nigeria, a large number of 
players move from one club to 
another in the country’s top 
division of 20 clubs.
Although exact figures are 
sketchy, there are many foot-
ballers who engage in this 
migration, covering large 
distances. Some players move 
between Lagos and Maidugu-
ri, which is a distance of 952 
miles (about 1,500km). �ese 
huge distances limit the 
number of times a footballer 
returns home to his family 
each season. Often, these 
visits may be limited to one 
for the Christmas break in 
Nigeria.
Player transfers are a global 
practice. But they come with 
grave consequences for the 
footballer’s family. We 
recently studied footballers’ 
families in Nigeria, and gained 
valuable insight into their 
situations.
In two studies leading to three 
publications, we interviewed 
footballers and their spouses 
about life beyond the game. 
Fans of the sport rarely get to 
see the underbelly of the 
game, and the media largely 
ignore it.
In Nigeria, our interviewed 
footballers travelled to new 
work cities alone, leaving 

their families behind in 
permanent family homes. 
�is cuts down the cost of 
transfers, enabling players to 
move frequently and easily. 
Annual transfers are a neces-
sity due to the poor adminis-
tration of local football clubs. 
Top flight footballers are 
often owed their salaries, 
and the only assured remu-
neration is the sign-on fee 
received upon joining a new 
club. It’s the opposite in 
Europe. Studies show that 
European footballers regu-
larly transfer from one club 
to the next with family 
members in tow.
Unfortunately, living apart 
takes a toll on the wives. 
Women who solely manage 
the home assume new 
responsibilities and suffer an 
increase in stress.
�e women say their lives 
are strained by the lengthy 
absence of their husbands 
from home. �ey are often 
disturbed by the possibility 
of their absent husbands 
engaging in extramarital 
affairs. Beyond those 
intimate concerns, they are 
stressed with carrying out 
extra home management 
responsibilities that are not 
culturally expected of them 
as wives. Examples include 

driving children to school 
and taking the family car to 
the repair shop. �ese are 
traditionally considered the 
role of the husband.
As they carry out these activ-
ities, wives acquire more 
power within the family.
Power shift in the home
When Nigerian footballers 
stay away from home, the 
power distribution shifts in 
favour of the wife. �e 
change in dynamic often 
comes with increased 
responsibilities, including 
running the extended family. 
�ey also become resourceful 
breadwinners, setting up 
small businesses to cover 
income deficits caused by the 
frequent nonpayment of 
Nigerian footballers’ wages.
As a consequence, women 
develop a variety of coping 
strategies to deal with the 
stress. �ese include 
income-earning activities 
and staying in constant com-
munication with their 
husbands through video 
calls, telephone calls and 
texting.
Despite their increased 
allocation of power, some 
wives of footballers loathe 
football. While they under-
stand the economic necessity 
of their spousal absence, they 

constantly long to have their 
husbands at home. �e 
resentment built from time 
apart also makes women 
frown on their sons seeking a 
future in football.
Lessons from footballer 
migration in Nigeria
Financial advantages 
excluded, transfers nega-
tively affect families who 
care for more than money. 
Families are uprooted, 
schooling disrupted, and 
adjustment to new places 
may be difficult. �at’s why a 
large percentage of footbal-
lers end up in divorce courts.
�e economic importance of 

footballers’ wives needs to be 
highlighted in pop culture. 
African stereotypes demand 
that men are providers. But 
in Nigerian footballing fami-
lies, the wife shares this 
responsibility equally. In 
addition, wives usually 
create a more stable income 
to manage the family in the 
absence of the husband and 
his wages. �is reality 
demands a review of how 
wives are perceived in Africa 
and their acquisition of 
power within the family 
structure.
Footballer families in Nigeria 
provide opportunities to gain 
new perspectives in family 
dynamics, especially in Afri-
can societies where their 
roles appear to be culturally 
set in stone. �eConversa-
tion.

How transfers negatively affect 
Nigerian footballers’ families
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England captain Sarah Hunter 
had a funny feeling before the 
draw for next year's women's 
Rugby World Cup that her 
top-ranked side would be 
paired with France, a team 
they meet in an international 
in London on Saturday.
Hunter's side, second seeds in 
the draw, were grouped with 
France in Pool C, while hosts 

New Zealand will meet 
trans-Tasman rivals Austra-
lia in Pool A and 
third-ranked Canada face the 
United States in Pool B.
"I just had this gut feeling we 
were going to be drawn 
against France, I don't know 
what it was about it," Hunter 
said in a statement on Friday.

"When we played them in the 
semi-final of the last World 
Cup it was probably one of 
the most physically demand-
ing games that I've played in," 
she added of the 20-3 win in 
Belfast in 2017.
"If we want to win the World 
Cup we're going to have to 
play the best teams along the 

way so if they're in our pool 
that is what we focus on to 
get out of our pool."
�e cut-throat nature of the 
12-team tournament means 
that the three pool winners 
advance to the semi-finals, 
with the fourth spot taken by 
the best-placed runner-up.
�e format has led to major 
upsets with New Zealand 
failing to qualify for the 

semi-finals in 2014, while 
Canada faced a similar 
predicament in 2017.
An audible gasp from the 
400-strong crowd at the 
central-Auckland venue was 
heard when the hosts were 
drawn in the same pool as 
Australia, although Wallaroos 
fullback Lori Cramer thought 
it would be just another typi-
cal trans-Tasman battle.
"I heard a bit of a giggle in the 
crowd there when our ball 
got drawn (with New 
Zealand), so that's good," 
Cramer said.
"I think whether it's a friend-
ly or a World Cup game 
between Australia and New 
Zealand it's always a cracker." 
(Reuters.)

Rugby-england's Hunter 
Expected To Get France 
In World Cup Draw


